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Kuchma signs CIS 
single economic 
zone accord with 
‘reservations’ 


By Jan Maksymiuk 

(RFE/RL)—The presidents of Russia, Ukraine, Belarus, and Kazakhstan 
— Vladimir Putin, Leonid Kuchma, Alyaksandr Lukashenka, and 
Nursultan Nazarbaev, respectively — signed in Yalta on Sept. 19 an ac- 
cord on the creation of a single economic zone of the four states. The 
accord, which seems to spearhead the declared creation of a free-trade 
zone on the entire Commonwealth of Independent States (CIS) territory, 
commits its signatories to synchronizing their legislation on tariffs, cus- 
toms, and transport to make possible the free movement of commodities, 
labor, and capital. 

“What is the purpose of the documents that we signed today? First of 
all, these documents cover exclusively the area of economic cooperation,” 
Putin said on Sept. 19s. “They are aimed at reducing the burden of the 
[current] infrastructure on the production, transportation, and sale of in- 
dustrial and agricultural products. In the end, if we work consistently, this 
should and will help increase the competitiveness of our products on the 
world market.” 

“The signing of the agreement on a common economic space in no way 
destroys the CIS, as some believe,” Nazarbaevy commented. "Оп the con- 
trary, having adopted all the necessary documents, these countries could 
show other [CIS] countries an example of integration.” 

Lukashenka made a little show of skepticism, if not distaste, while sign- 
ing the above-mentioned accord and an accompanying concept of the cre- 
ation of a single economic zone. After the documents were signed by 
Nazarbaev, Putin, and Kuchma, Lukashenka took them and began to leaf 
through them, as if unsure whether to sign them. Only after Kuchma asked 
him “Why do you criticize everybody, both at closed and open sessions?” 
Lukashenka put his signature under them. But he remained fairly skepti- 
cal about their implementation. “Belarus will make real steps only if all 
the states fulfill all the provisions of the agreement and the concept,” 
Lukashenka said during a news conference. “If Russia, Ukraine, and 
Kazakhstan make real steps forward, then we will keep step with them.” 

“When I was signing this document today, I had absolutely no doubt 
not for a single moment — that it served the national interests of Ukraine,” 
Kuchma commented. “Under the present conditions, when the European 
markets are closed for us...it’s better to have a real bird in the hand than 
two in the bush.” 

But Kuchma reportedly signed the documents with reservations, saying 
Ukraine will commit itself only to those provisions that do not contradict 
its constitution. Earlier that week, the Verkhovna Rada voted 291-13 to 

adopt a resolution supporting the 
accord on the single economic zone 
provided that it does not contradict 
the Ukrainian Constitution, laws, or 
international commitments. A simi- 
lar stance was taken by Prime Min- 
ister Viktor Yanukovych’s cabinet. 

Kyiv’s apprehensions were 
caused by the accord’s provision 
stipulating the creation of a supra- 
national regulatory body in this 
union of four, to which the signato- 
Ties are expected to transfer part of 
their sovereign decision-making 
powers. The accord also stipulates 
that all decisions in this regulatory 
body are to be made by “weighted 
vote” — the number of votes as- 
signed for each signatory is to be de- 
pendent on its economic potential. 
Even under the most optimistic es- 
timates by Ukrainian analysts and 
commentators, Russia is entitled to 
no less than 60 percent of votes in 
this union, so in fact, all decisions 
in the single economic area will be 
dictated by the Kremlin. 
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Members of the Ukrainian Youth Association, Plast, lay wreaths at the monument to the victims of the 1932-22 
Famine-Genocide in Edmonton. This was the first monument to victims of the famine erected anywhere in the 


world. 


Edmonton commemorates 70th 
anniversary of Famine-Genocide 


By Marco Levytsky 

Today’s morally challenged world must be constantly 
reminded of the lessons of the tragic past, in order that 
such a past may never be repeated, said the keynote 
speaker at the commemoration of the 70th anniversary 
of the Famine-Genocide in Ukraine held in Edmonton’s 
City Hall, Sept. 28. 

“For other nations, to know and understand the his- 
tory of Ukraine, is come to the incontrovertible aware- 


ness, that Ukraine has an ethical and historical right to 
defend and nurture its independence and sovereignty 
— a fundamental right that is morally justified, and 
which is in the best interests of the entire world com- 
munity of independent nation states,” said Roman 
Krutsyk, President of the Kyiv Branch of the Ukrai- 

nian National Memorial Society. 
Krutsyk, who is an “Our Ukraine” member of the 
Cont. on Page 3 


Сенат Аргентини визнав голодомор актом 
геноциду проти українського народу 


(Кореспондент лег) -Верхня палата Національ- 
ного конгресу Аргентини одноголосно схвалила 
декларацію стосовно голодомору в Україні протягом 
1932-1933 років, передає Інтерфакс- Україна. 

У прес-службі Міністерства закордонних справ 
України повідомили, що 23 вересня цей документ 
став офіційним після підписання віце-президентом 
Аргентини, головою Сенату Даніелем Сіолі. 

У документі зазначено про необхідність вшанову- 
вання пам'яті численних жертв організованого тота- 
літарним радянським режимом голодомору, вислов- 
люється співчуття всьому українському народу і 
представникам української діаспори в Аргентині. 

Сенат Аргентини також засудив "будь-яку дер- 
жавну політику чи рішення і дії влади, які знева- 
жають і порушують права людини". 

Ініціатор декларації, колишній президент Арген- 
тини сенатор Рамон Пуерта назвав штучний голодо- 
мор в Україні 1932-1933 років "терористичною акці- 
єю влади і довголітньою морально-психологічною 
травмою цілого народу". 

На його думку, ця трагедія повинна бути визнана 
у світі як історичний факт геноциду, що "нагадує і 
застерігає від жахливих наслідків діяльності будь- 
яких диктаторських режимів". 

Прийняттю документа передували парламентські 
слухання на цю тему в сенатській комісії з питань 
освіти, культури, науки і технологій за участю посла 
України в Аргентині Олександра Майданника і 


представників української діаспори. 

Також відбулася поминальна панахида в українсь- 
кій греко-католицькій церкві Буенос-Айреса в зв'яз- 
ку з 70-ю річницею голодомору. Вона транслюва- 
лася по загальнодержавному каналу аргентинського 
телебачення. 

Як повідомляв Кореспондентлеї, Україна готує 
звернення до Організації Об'єднаних Націй з 
проханням визнати голодомор 1932-1933 актом 
геноциду проти українського народу. 

Проект резолюції, який вимагає визнати штучний 
голодомор 1932-1933 років в Україні актом геноциду 
проти українського народу i відповідним чином увіч- 
нити пам'ять жертв голодомору, надійшов у липні до 
Сенату США. 

Цього ж місяця верхня палата парламенту Канади 
визнала голодомор 1932-1933 років в Україні гено- 
цидом проти українського народу і закликала канад- 
ський уряд прийняти відповідне рішення. 

Верховна Рада України визнала штучний голодо- 
мор 1932-1933 років актом геноциду проти українців 
у травні цього року. При цьому фракція комуністів 
відмовилася взяти участь у засіданні, залишивши 
сесійний зал. 

у 1932-1933 роках Україна пережила штучно 
створений кремлівським режимом голодомор, який 
забрав життя близько 10 мільйонів осіб, у тому числі 
4 мільйонів дітей. 
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Діяспора засуджує ЄЕП 


Відкритий лист Президенту України Леоніду Кучмі 
з знагоди зустрічі в Ню Иорку, 24 вересня 2003 


Достойний Пане Президенте! 

Дозвольте привітати Вас у діяспорі та подякувати 
Вам за зустріч, яку Ви запропонували. Українська 
діяспора вважає себе невід'ємною частиною україн-- 
ського народу та цікавиться, радіє чи уболіває всіма 
його переживаннями. 

На тринадцятому році незалежності ми усвідом-- 
люємо собі, що це мабуть найбільш щасливий період 
нашої історії від часу наших князів, коли наша праді-- 
дівська батьківщина, Київська Русь зачислялась до 
провідних держав тогож світу в духовній, політичній 
та економічній сферах. Хочемо бачити і теперішню 
Україну багатою та могутньою, а наш народ щас- 
ливим. 

Є чимало справ котрі нас турбують та про які ми 
бажаємо висловитися: 

Міжнародні відносини. Ми є дуже стурбовані 
заключенням угоди про єдиний економічний простір 
(ЄБП) України з Російською Федерацією (РФ), 
Білоруссю та Казахстаном. Цей договір не тільки 
закриває Україні двері на шляху до повної інтеграції 
з евро-атлантичними структурами і евентуального 
членства в Евросоюзі, чи навіть вступу у СОТ, але 
може дати можливість Росії, найсильнійшому парт-- 
нерові договору, домінувати в економічній політиці 
України. Також цей договір має елементи, які 
можуть загрожувати суверенітету України. Помимо 
браку чіткого окреслення критерій для України зі 
сторони США та Европи, Україна повинна дотри-- 
муватися обраного курсу в Европу та робити заходи, 
щоб побороти дотеперішні застереження США та 
Західної Европи. 

Історично-суспільні питання. За дванадцять 
років незалежності Україна не спромоглась ознайо-- 
мити суспільство про історію та її творців, і їх вша-- 
нування. Що правда, великий поступ зроблено у 
відміченню найбільшої трагедії нашого народу, 
Голодомору 1932-33. Одначе навіть в цьому випадку 
є намагання зменшити важливість цієї події, дДопов-- 
ненням других репресій чи спорудженням меморі - 
ялу у невідповідному місці, тощо. Світові історики 
встановили, що впродовж модерного віку жоден Ha— 
род не терпів стільки як наш, що чисельно найбіль - 
шим злочином історії людства є Голодомор в Україні 
1932-33 та, що цей злочин був геноцидом українсь -- 
кого народу. Вшанування жертв мусить бути пріори-- 
тетним, щодо унікальності злочину, та помітним для 
всіх як для мешканців Києва так і для тих, хто його 
відвідує. 

Подібно, одначе із ще меншим зрозумінням є брак 
визнання воюючою стороною ОУН-УПА та других 
формацій (напр. І Дивізію УНА), котрі боролись за 
незалежність нашого народу та його землі. Apry— 
мент, що Президент України підтримує це питання, 
а проблема у Верховній Раді України (ВРУ), уже 
не оправдує себе, оскільки Президент своїм указом, 
в ім'я економічної та соціяльної справедливості, міг 
надати пільги ще живим ветеранам цих формацій. 
Також з огляду на те, що є наявна про-президентська 
більшість у ВРУ, вона при піддержці націонал-демо--- 
кратичної фракції може вирішити це питання 
позитивно. 

Врешті, незрозумілим залишається відзначення у 
наступному році річниці ганебної Переяславської 
Ради, про що ми писали кількакратно до Вас. 

Політичні кривди. На жаль, вбивства та інші ек - 
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сеси знайшли місце у політичному курсі сьогод-- 
нішньої України. Це не обмежується до загально 
відомої на Заході справи Гонгадзе, але загоструються 
кожночасно, останньо з вбивством провідного діяча 
націонал-демократичного руху Івана Гавдиди. Коли 
6 вбивали по обох сторонах політичного спектруму, 
то можна було зробити висновок, що це вкорінена 
притаманність суспільства на шляху від тоталітарної 
до демократичної системи. Одначе гинуть тільки з 
сторони т. зв. опозиції. Коли додати, що владні 
структури приховують, перекручують та вкінці дос-- 
лідження, не доводять обвинувачень та притягнення 
до кримінальної відповідальності, не лишається 
інших висновок, хіба, що влада причетна до цих 
кримінальних вчинків. 

Духовні справи. Мовне питання, розвиток ук- 
раїнської культури i проблеми церковні залиша-- 
ються актуальними. Зокрема відчувається зі сторо - 
ни влади протегування російської мови, російської 
культури, а то і російської церкви яка прикривається 
під назвою Української Православної Церкви Мос-- 
ковського Патріярхату (МП). У владних струк- 
турах, навіть чиновники України далі користуються 
російською мовою. Крім побутової, українська 
культура мінімально фінансується з державного 
бюджету. Українське друковане та виголошене 
слово становить малий відсоток українського ринку 
у порівнанні з російськими виданнями. Церква МП 
не являється мирним чи пасивним ягнятком ані в 
Україні ані в РФ. У РФ, МП активно діє проти 
українських церков, як Православної Церкви Kuis— 
ського Патріярхату так само проти Української 
Греко-Католицької Церкви, а влада в Україні актив-- 
но підтримує та навіть скріплює МП. Для прикладу 
вказуємо на недавні передачі Києво Печерського 
Успенського Собору та інших структур для корис- 
тування МП. 

Діяспорні потреби. Закон про статус закордон - 
ного українця залишається незреалізованим вже сім 
років від початку дискусії, програма "Закордонне 
Українство до 2005 року" невиконується з браку 
бюджетних асигнацій, Президент України називає 
громадян України, котрі виїхали до чужих країн на 
заробітки, напр. в Італію, "людьми легкої пове- 
дінки." Зі сторони діяспори ці справи сприймаються 
болюче оскільки на Україну діяспора покладає 
великі сподівання. 

УПШІ Світовий Конгрес Українців. Місяць тому 
відбувся у Києві М Світовий Конгрес Українців. 
З жалем мусимо ствердити, що згідно з інформа- 
цією, яка дійшла до нас, на доручення Адміністрації 
Президента України, контракт на приміщення 
«Українського Дому, / де мав відбутися Конгрес, був 
зірваний. 

Просимо Вас застановитися над цими питаннями 
та по можливості детально поінформувати нас про 
Ваші заходи. Здоровимо Вас з недавнім Вашим 
ювілеєм шістдесять п'ятих уродин та дванадцятою 
річницею незалежності України та остаємось з 
висловом правдивої поваги, 

За Світовий Конгрес Українців 

Аскольд, Лозинський, Президент; 

Віктор Педенко, Генеральний Секретар 
Михайло Савків мол., Президент Українського 
Конгресового Комітету Америки 

Гор Гавдяк, Голова Українсько- Американської 
Координаційної Ради 


5 тисяч львів'ян виступили 
проти приєднання до ЄЕП 


(Deutsche Welle)—26-ro вересня багатотисячна львівська громада 
влаштувала акцію протесту проти приєднання України до єдиного 
економічного простору та проти тиску державної податкової адмі-- 
ністрації у Львівській області на підприємців та на ЗМІ. 

На площі перед Львівською обласною радою зібралося понад 5 тисяч 
осіб. Вони вимагали, аби депутати задекларували свою позицію щодо 
ЄЕП та політичної реформи, запропонованої діючою владою. У сесії 
взяли участь біля двох десятків депутатів ВР, серед яких лідер блоку 
"Наша Україна" Віктор Ющенко. "Україна має одну проблему, тільки 
одну - це її влада, кримінальна, злочинна, не українська, влада, яка не 
шанує Бога і не любить Україну", - сказав Віктор Ющенко. У підсумку 
сесії депутати обласної ради більшістю голосів прийняли звернення 
до ВР та до президента України, де виступили проти приєднання 
України до ЄЕП та проти обрання президента парламентом у 2004 
році. Цього ж дня депутати вже міської ради задекларували аналогічну 
позицію, а також висловили недовіру заступнику голови ДПА у 
Львівській області Мирославу Хом'яку. Нагадаю, що керівнику 
львівських податківців Сергію Медведчуку депутатський корпус від 
області висловив недовіру ще в червні місяці. 
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Left to Right: Fathers William Hupalo, Michael Savchenko and Michael Kowalchyk conduct the Prayer Ser- 
vice. Standing in the first row behind them on the left are survivors of the Famine-Genocide. 


Edmonton commemorates 70th 


anniversary of Famine- Genocide 


Cont. from Page 1 

Verkhovna Rada, introduced an interpretative exhibit 
entitled Not to be Forgotten: Chronicle of the Commu- 
nist Inquisition in Ukraine. 

The exhibit, which Memorial is taking across North 
America consists of previously unknown archival docu- 
ments, indisputable factual information, scientific con- 
clusions and statistical data which, combined, present 
a chronological overview of the impact of Communism 
on the historical period 1917-1991 in Ukraine. 

Hundreds turned out to commemorate the anniver- 
sary. The program inside the hall was followed by a 
wreath laying ceremony at the monument to the vic- 
tims of the famine on the grounds. 

In his address Krutsyk focused on the three forced 
famines imposed by the Soviets in Ukraine during the 
20" century — 1921-23, 1932-33 and 1946-47. 

All three famines show distinct, common traits “es- 
pecially the common goal of destroying the very heart 
of Ukrainian national identity — the peasantry,” he said 
in a speech delivered in Ukrainian and translated into 
English by CKER Radio host Roman Brytan. 

The famine of 1921-23 came about as a result of 
political planning by the Bolshevik government in 
Ukraine. An excessive grain tax in central, eastern and 
southern ob/asts, or provinces, led to the removal of 
massive amounts of market-quality grain, he explained. 

The main reason for the 1946-47 famine was the 
decision to export massive amounts of grain from 
Ukraine to support and build up other, new Commu- 
nist regimes in Eastern Europe, put in place by Mos- 
cow in the aftermath of World War II. 

Krutsyk said the famine of 1932-33 “was the direct 
result of a policy of hunger-terrorism in Ukraine, meant 
to bring about forced collectivization of farms and ag- 
ricultural production.” 

Between October, 1932 and January, 1933 an imple- 
mentation commission created by Soviet dictator Jo- 
seph Stalin oversaw the removal of all bread and grain 
from Ukrainian territory, isolated the peasants and vil- 
lagers on the collective farms, taking away their right 
to free movement and migration and threatening crimi- 
nal prosecution for non-compliance. By official decree 
the borders of the Ukrainian Soviet Republic were 
sealed off, in order to prevent the flight of citizens into 
other republics, and the Moscow government, using 

all means at its disposal to stop any information about 
the famine in Ukraine from leaking out, even turned 
away what limited international assistance was being 
offered by neighbouring countries,” he said. 

Krutsyk noted that Moscow politicians invoked a 


(left). 


Roman Krutsyk (right) with translator Roman Brytan 


smokescreen contending that there were jurisdictions in 
Russia that also suffered famine conditions in 1932-33. 

“What is not stated, however, is that fact that the parts 
of Russia also hit by famine tended to be those pockets 
where large numbers of ethnic Ukrainians were settled. 

Today we find shocking government documents, show- 
ing the extent to which entire collective farms and vil- 
lages were forced to resettle, from administrative re- 
gions in Russia, to regions in Ukraine that were already 
ravaged by famine.” 

Representing the provincial government, Commu- 
nity Development Minister Gene Zwozdesky described 
the Famine as a genocide that "сап only be viewed as 
an act of terrorism intended to suppress an innocent 
nation and we must remind ourselves and others of this 
tragedy to ensure it never occurs again.” 

Zwozdesky said he was encouraged that so many 
younger-generation Albertans are now more actively in- 
volved in the study and presentation of this tragic famine. 

He cited the examples of a 5-minute film called 
“Holod”, produced by local film-makers Joshua 
Semchuk and Joanna Krupicz, both of Ukrainian an- 
cestry and paintings called “Works Inspired by the Fam- 
ine”, that were created by a 17-year-old Edmonton art- 
ist, Erin Corlett, also of Ukrainian origin. 

Edmonton Mayor Bill Smith sent a letter in which 
he stated it is important for people to remember his- 
tory because “it is through knowledge that we attain 
peace and democracy for all.” 

The Ukrainian Canadian Committee, Edmonton 
Branch’s Famine Commemoration Committee Chair 
Luba Boyko Bell said the Ukrainian genocide has its 
deniers and revisionists. 

“Unlike the madmen who deny the Jewish Holocaust, 
however, these people are often treated with respect 
and authority. Still today there are university teachers, 
media figures and politicians who will minimize or even 
dismiss the suffering of the Ukrainian people. 

“All genocide denial is wrong. All denial of human 
cruelty is wrong. All feelings of racial superiority are 
wrong. A dead baby is a dead baby. White, black, Jew- 
ish, gentile, Ukrainian, Canadian. We now know that 

Soviet Communism was a hellish ideology that had little 
concern for life. 

“Ukrainians have known this for a very long time. 
They simply want the rest of the world to know it. Not 
a lot to ask.” 

Master of Ceremonies was Taras Podilsky. 

A Prayer Service was conducted by Fathers William 
Hupalo and Michael Kowalchyk of the Ukrainian 
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Heritage Classic Outdoor Game 
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Join us as we celebrate Hockey 
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Commonwealth Stadium at the Ї 
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ТОВАРИСТВО УКРАЇНЦІВ САМОСТІЙНИКІВ 


UKRAINIAN SELF RELIANCE ASSOCIATION 
Edmonton Branch 


presents 


Special Guest Speaker 


OLYA ODYNSKY 


of Toronto 
on the topic 


"Revocation of Citizenship--a Perspective" 


at the annual banquet to be held 


Saturday, October 18, 2003 


cash bar at 5:00 p.m. 
banquet at 6:00 p.m. 


St. John's Cultural Centre 
10611 - 110 Ave., Edmonton, Alberta 


open seating 


Tickets @ $20 contact: Eugene at 476-3581; 
Will at 428-6678; Taras at 479-3114; 
Shirley at 475-5875; Luba at 464-6480 


Advance ticket only; no tickets at the door 


Co-sponsored by 
Provincial Executive of Ukrainian Women's Association of Canada 


Former National President of the Association of United 
Ukrainian Canadians Yuri Moskal (left) with Ukrainian 
Canadian Congress, Edmonton Branch President Mykola 
Vorotylenko (right) at the Famine commemoration. 


Catholic Church and Michael Savchenko of the Ukrai- 
nian Orthodox. 

The “Dzerelo” Children’s Theatre performed a recital 
and the Edmonton Ukrainian Male Chorus sang hymns. 


Alberta Ukrainian Self-Reliance League ("СУС") 
Ukrainian Canadian Civil Liberties Association 


школи у Дніпропетровську 


Геннадій Сахаров, Радіо Свобода 

Дніпропетровськ, 16 вересня 2003 - На 
третьому тижні навчального року у дніпро- 
петровській 145-й українській школі нав-- 
чання так і не розпочалося. І вже цього року 
не розпочнеться. 

Радіо Свобода вже розповідало про бо- 
ротьбу батьків, вчителів і комітету вряту-- 
вання 145-ї школи, утвореного обласними 
проводами партій УРП"Собор", УНП, 
"Батьківщина", СДПУ (необ'єднаної) та 
"Реформи і порядок" за врятування школи 
від нищення. Ця боротьба, принаймні напо-- 
чатку навчального року, програна. Школа 
знищена навіть не як учбовий заклад, а й 
як будівля, у якій можна навчати дітей. 

Коротко історія подій. - У липні мину-- 
лого року Дніпропетровським міськвикон-- 
комом було ухвалене рішення, про лікві-- 
дацію 145-ї української школи, Рішення не 
було оприлюднене і вчителі, батьки та учні 
дізналися про доручення Жовтневому 
РайВНО ліквідувати школу лише у квітні 
цього року. Батьки на зборах одноголосно 
вирішили не допустити ліквідації школи. У 
справу втрутилися політичні організації. 
Після зустрічі з комітетом врятування 
школи міський голова Дніпропетровська 
Тван Куліченко пообіцяв скасувати рішення 
про ліквідацію школи з обмовкою - якщо 
буде достатній контингент учнів. Рішення 
було скасоване і завідувачу Жовтневим 
РайВНО Леонідові Левчуку та заступнику 
міського голови Олені Лозенко було дору-- 
чено потурбуватися про наповнення школи. 

Доручення було виконане з точністю до 
навпаки. Одразу після скасування рішення 
про ліквідацію школи майно з неї, устат- 
кування кабінетів, меблі були вивезені до 
інших шкіл. Навіть світильники та елек- 
тричні дзвінки були демонтовані, шибки 
вибиті. Розпочався тиск на батьків учнів з 
тим, щоби вони подавали заяви до сусідньої 
83-1 школи, якій нашвикуруч був наданий 


УКРАЇНСЬКІ АВідлінії 


статус української. Як було сказане на 
прес-конференції комітету з врятування 
школи 16-го вересня, батьків впрост 
дезінформували. Закінчилося тим, що дві 
третини учнів перейшли таки до 83-1 
школи, будівля якої аварійна. 

Водночас дивну позицію зайняли голова 
дніпропетровської міської організації пар- 
тії "Батьківщина" Євген Галес і голова 
Жовтневої районної організації "Батьків- 
щини", голова батьківського комітету 145- 
ї школи Олександр Бобошко. Вони розпо-- 
чали переговори з міським головою та па- 
ном Самойленком - власником і директо- 
ром приватної російськомовної школи про 
пе-редання у оренду будівлі напівзнищеної 
145-ї школи школі Самойленка, не 
ставлячи до відома комітет врятування 
школи. Ці переговори заплутали ситуацію 
і вони проводилися всупереч головній кон-- 
цепції комітету, який виступає за збере- 
ження саме української школи. Внаслідок 
дій райВНО 1 тих сепаратних переговорів 
145-а школа всупереч запевненням 
міського голови припинила існування. 

На прес-конференції 16-го вересня rono— 
ва комітету врятування 145-ї української 
школи, голова обласної організації УРП 
"Собор" Орина Сокульська заявила: "Ми 
продовжимо боротьбу за середню україн- 
ську школу номер 145. I ми не можемо 
підтримати перспективу існування далі 

45-ї школи у статусі російської." 

Член комітету врятування школи голова 
обласної організації Української Народної 
партії Іван Шулик переконаний, що існує 
план переведення до приміщення 145-ї 
школи училища культури, театрально- 
художнього та музичного училищ, які 
розташовані у престижних будинках у 
центрі міста 1 подальшого захоплення цих 
будинків комерційними структурами, гроші 
яких і надихають чиновників та інших 
учасників знищення 145-ї школи на 
сплановані активні дії. 
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Знищення 145-ї української | Більшість українців виступає за 


всенародні вибори Президента 


(Кореспондент.леї)- -Переважна біль- 
шість громадян України (79,5 % ), опитаних 
Інститутом соціальної і політичної психо- 

- логії (ІСПІП) Академії педагогічних наук 
України, виступає за збереження існуючого 
порядку обрання Президента країни шля- 
хом всенародного голосування, передає 
Інтерфакс-Україна. 

Відповідно до результатів опитування, 
їдею про обрання Президента Верховною 
Радою підтримують менше 6% опитаних. 
Варіант відповіді "мені це байдуже" обрали 
5,996 учасників опитування, "важко від- 
повісти" - 9,19о респондентів. 

Як відзначили в ІСП, особливо активно 
обстоює позицію всенародних виборів Пре- 
зидента молодь у віці до 30 років (близько 
84% представників цієї вікової групи), a 
прихильників його обрання парламентом 
порівняно більше, ніж по вибірці в цілому, 
серед респондентів у віці 30-55 років 
(7,396). 

У регіональному розрізі частка прихиль- 
ників всенародних виборів Президента є 
найбільшою в Галичині (майже 89%) і 
Києві (87,6% ), найменшою - на півдні Ук- 
раїни, a саме в Миколаївській, Одеській i 
Херсонській областях (70,69 ). Відповідно 
у цих областях порівняно більше людей, які 
дотримуються думки, що Президента слід 
обирати в парламенті (8%). 

Респондентам також пропонувалося від- 
повісти на запитання "Яка модель органі- 
зації роботи українського уряду здається 
Вам кращою, такою, що найбільше від- 
повідає сучасному етапу суспільного 


розвитку?", на яке було запропоновано 2 
варіанти відповіді. 

Tak, 59,9% опитаних відповіли, що "уряд 
повинен бути творчо мислячою командою, 
об'єднаною на демократичних засадах, у 
якій прем'єр і всі міністри є яскравими 
особистостями, однодумцями з головних 
питань і взаємно доповнюють один одного", 

При цьому 20,7% вважають, що "в уряді 
потрібен один яскравий і авторитетний 
лідер - прем'єр-міністр, а інші члени уряди 
повинні неухильно втілювати в життя його 
волю". 

Не змогли дати однозначної відповіді на 
це питання 19.496 учасників опитування. 

При відповідях на ці запитання, 
відзначили в ІСПП, простежується чіткий 
зв'язок вибору того чи іншого варіанта з 
освітнім рівнем респондентів. Так, серед 
людей з вищою і незакінченою вищою 
освітою першому варіанту надали перевагу 
майже 7096 опитаних, серед тих, хто має 
середню освіту - 54,5%, серед осіб з непов-- 
ною середньою і початковою освітою - 
47,4%. 

За іншими соціально-демографічними i 
регіональними параметрами принципових 
розбіжностей у позиціях респондентів з 
цього питання не виявлено. 

Під час вивчення громадської думки спів- 
робітники ІСП опитали 2004 респонденти 
в Криму, усіх областях і Києві. Вибірка 
опитаних представляє основні соціально- 
демографічні групи дорослого населення. 
Її похибка не перевищує 395. 


Розгляд справи Лазаренка 
перенесено на наступний рік 


(Кореспондентлег)- Суддя Північного 
округу штату Каліфорнія, США, Мартін 
Дженкінс переніс початок слухання в суді 
справи колишнього прем'єр-міністра Укра- 
їни Павла Лазаренка з 14 жовтня цього року 
на 12 лютого 2004 року, передають http:// 
www.ukranews.com/ з посиланням на'слова 
адвоката Лазаренка в Україні Марини 
Долгополої. 

Марина Долгопола повідомила, що пере- 
несення дати розгляду справи по суті 
пов'язане з великою кількістю свідків, які 
ще мають бути опитані. 

За її словами, з 29 вересня американські 
юристи планують продовжити допит свід- 
ків в Україні. 

Крім того, як повідомив у 21 вересня, у 
прямому ефірі ІСТУ Генеральний прокурор 
України Святослав Піскун, незабаром у 
Швейцарії повинна відбутися його зустріч 
з генпрокурорами Швейцарії, Ліхтенштей- 
ну i заступником генпрокурора США. Вони 
проведуть нараду у справі Лазаренка. 

Як повідомляв Кореспондент. пеї, у липні 


американський суд вирішив перенести 
розгляд справи Лазаренка з 18 серпня на 
14 жовтня через цю саму причину. 

З 19 травня по 1 липня американські 
юристи у справі Лазаренка допитали 26 
свідків з боку обвинувачення і мали намір 
продовжити допит свідків від захисту. 

Павло Лазаренко в 1996-1997 роках 
очолював Кабінет Міністрів. Після своєї 
відставки він перейшов в опозицію до 
Президента Леоніда Кучми. 

Генеральна прокуратура обвинуватила 
Лазаренка в розкраданні державних коштів 
в особливо великих розмірах, а також у 
причетності до організації вбивств екс- 
голови Національного банку Вадима Іеть- 
мана і донецького бізнесмена Євгена Щер- 
баня. 

Прокуратура США обвинувачує його у 
відмиванні 114 млн доларів через приватні 
американські фінансові установи. 

Павло Лазаренко перебуває під арештом 
у США з березня 1999 року. 14 червня 
цього року він був звільнений під заставу. 


Колишні в'язні Гулагу 
вимагають від Росії вибачення 


(Deutsche ее) -Учасники триденної 
міжнародної конференції колишніх в'язнів 
сталінського Гулагу заявили 25-го ве- 
ресня у Москві про те, що Російська Феде- 
рація як правонаступниця СРСР повинна на 
державному рівні покаятися перед 
пам'яттю мільйонів жертв комуністичного 
терору. 

Це була не просто конференція колишніх 
в'язнів Гулагу. Це була зустріч політ- 
в'язнів, учасників Норільського, Кенгірсь-- 
кого та інших масових повстань ув'язнених 
у сталінських концтаборах проти нелюд-- 
ських умов утримання. Норільське пов-- 
стання, - одне з перших, - почалося в травні 
53-го. Два місяці в'язні відмовлялися ви- 
ходити на примусові роботи. Врешті 
мирний страйк за допомогою військ було 
потоплено в крові. Каже дослідник тодіш-- 
ніх норільських подій, гість конференції 


київський телевізійник Михайло Ткачук: 

"В Норільську на той час приблизно 70 
відсотків в'язнів складалося з українців. 
Вірус повстання занесли теж українці та 
прибалти". Зараз російська держава жод- 
ним чином не допомагає колишнім політ-- 
в'язням. 

Втім, за словами учасниці Кенгірського 
повстання Ганни Михайлевич, та сама 
ситуація склалася й в Україні: "Я з жодних 
фондів нічого He одержую в Україні, івва-- 
жаю, що я навіть маю малу пенсію". Без 
розкриття архівів спецслужб, вважають 
учасники конференції, Росія може послиз-- 
нутися на шляху до демократії та знову 
провалитися у прірву тоталітаризму. До 
речі, в громадському центрі імені академіка 
Сахарова всіх учасників конференції 
зустрів величезний плакат: "Від 1994 року 
триває війна в Чечні. Досить!". 
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Kuchma signs with “reservations” 


Cont. from Page 1 


single economic zone of Russia, 
Ukraine, Belarus, and Kazakhstan 
before Sept. 19 was heated and divi- 
sive. The Our Ukraine coalition and 
the Yuliya Tymoshenko Bloc firmly 
opposed the signing of the accord by 
Kuchma, saying it contradicts and 
hampers Ukraine’s declared integra- 
tion with Euro-Atlantic structures in 
general and the World Trade Orga- 
nization in particular. On the other 
hand the Communist Party and the 
Socialist Party were basically in fa- 
vor of Ukraine’s closer integration 
with the CIS. The same can be 
largely said by the pro-presidential 
forces in the Verkhovna Rada. 

However, it should be noted that 
three ministers — Foreign Minister 
Kostyantyn Hryshchenko, Economy 
Minister Valeriy Khoroshkovskyy, 
and Justice Minister Oleksandr 
Lavrynovych — advised Kuchma 
against signing the document on the 
single economic zone and spoke 
against it in parliament. It seemed 
to be the first case of such major "їп- 
subordination” of ministers during 
Kuchma’s entire tenure. In a much 
bolder step of disobedience, Ukrai- 
nian Ambassador to Romania Anton 
Buteyko resigned to protest the sign- 
ing of the accord on the single eco- 
nomic zone by Kuchma. 

Will the Ukrainian parliament 
ratify the accord? It seems that pro- 
presidential lawmakers (even if not 
all) together with the Communist 
Party caucus in the Verkhovna Rada 
will be able to muster the 226 votes 
required for ratification. Will 
Ukraine lose part of its sovereignty 
due to such a development? Hardly 


PHOTO — PRESIDENTIAL ADMINISTRATION OF UKRAINE 


At the Yalta summit. Left to Right: Russian President Vladimir Putin, Le- 
onid Kuchma, Kazakhstani President Nursultan Nazarbaey. 


so. First, there is Kuchma’s “‘reser- 
vation” that Ukraine will follow 
only those provisions of the accord 
that do not contradict its constitu- 
tion. It is a leeway that will allow 
Kyiv to maneuver in this union of 
four and seek primarily economic 
benefits of integration without sur- 
rendering political sovereignty. 

Second, it is not quite clear 
whether Moscow — which still has 
the most important say in the CIS 
area — actually intends to pursue 
the integration according to the sce- 
nario laid out in the accord signed 
in Yalta on Sept. 19. Some commen- 
tators point out that the accord was 
prepared hastily, without necessary 
economic calculations and analyses, 
and is to serve primarily as a sign of 
Putin’s success in reintegrating the 
post-Soviet area ahead of the two 
important campaigns in Russia: par- 
liamentary elections in December 
and presidential elections in March. 
If so, then the accord may slowly 
sink into oblivion, as a multitude of 
others in the 12-year-old history of 
the CIS. 


On the other hand, it is very likely 
that the problem of the CIS single 
economic zone will be added to 
Ukraine’s hot political agenda, along 
with the planned constitutional-sys- 
tem reform and the question whether 
Kuchma wants to remain in power 
beyond 2004. Interfax reported that 
parties constituting the Our Ukraine 
bloc have begun collecting signa- 
tures under an open letter to 
Kuchma. “Your participation in the 
creation of a so-called single eco- 
nomic area under the conditions 
contradicting the current constitu- 
tion, legislation, and international 
commitments of Ukraine...is pro- 
voking the indignation of Ukrainian 
citizens,” the letter reportedly reads. 
“Since you have signed this accord 
despite arguments to the contrary, 
we demand that the Verkhovna Rada 
launch the procedure of your im- 
peachment for the betrayal of na- 
tional interests of Ukraine.” The 
Verkhovna Rada will hardly heed to 
this postulate. But legislators will 
have an exciting topic for practic- 
ing their eloquence. 


Kuchma tired of waiting for EU 


(RFE/RL)—President Leonid Kuchma suggested in 
Kyiv on Sept. 30 that Ukraine should not aspire to EU 
membership, saying Brussels has kept his country wait- 
ing too long, Ukrainian and international news agency 
reported. 

“How long can we be kept waiting on the threshold 
[to the EU]?” Interfax quoted him as saying.““Ukraine 
is tired of waiting.... None of the [EU] bureaucrats has 
declared that they want to see Ukraine in the EU.” 

Kuchma also expressed his bitterness over the fact 
that Ukraine has been neither granted associate EU 
member status nor recognized as a country with a func- 
tioning “market economy.” 

“If I were today invited to join the EU, I would 
refuse,” Kuchma stated. 

“Who in Europe needs Ukrainian planes, the Ukrai- 
nian machine building, or the Ukrainian coal industry? 
We would not withstand [economic] competition even 
for a month.” 

President Kuchma also said on Sept. 30 that he is in 
favor of electing a new president by direct ballot, 


Interfax reported. 

He was apparently referring to a recent proposal by 
a group of pro-presidential lawmakers that a new presi- 
dent be elected in 2004 by the current Verkhovna Rada. 

"І am for a nationwide vote in the presidential elec- 
tion. And I am for holding the election in 2004,” 
Kuchma told journalists. 

“T am not going anywhere — either to run for presi- 
dent [for a third term] or to play other games,” he added. 

President Kuchma reiterated his opinion that an ac- 
cord on the creation of the CIS Single Economic Space 
he signed recently along with the presidents of Russia, 
Belarus, and Kazakhstan does not contradict the Ukrai- 
nian Constitution, Interfax and ITAR-TASS reported. 

He said the opposition effort to impeach him for sign- 
ing this agreement is pointless. 

“The opposition has been calling for the president’s 
impeachment for the past several years when it had no 
other ideas,” Kuchma said. 

“Tt is more political speculation and provocation by 
forces that have nothing else to say. I pity them.” 


New constitutional reform proposals 


(RFE/RL)—Lawmakers from the pro-presidential 
majority in the Verkhovna Rada have prepared a new 
version of a recently submitted constitutional-reform 
bill, Interfax reported on Sept. 18. 

According to the new version, the president should 
be elected by the current parliament in 2004, and not 
by anew parliament in 2006 as stipulated by the former 
draft bill. The new version also proposes that the next 
parliamentary elections be held under a fully propor- 
tional election law in 2007, not in 2006 as prescribed 
in the former bill. 

Pro-presidential majority leader Stepan Havrysh said 
the new proposals were communicated to President 
Kuchma, who has not rejected them. З 


“The concept [of these proposals] is to prevent hon- 
est elections in this country,” Our Ukraine leader Viktor 
Yushchenko commented. 

Communist Party leader Petro Symonenko said he 
is against extending the powers of the current 
Verkhovna Rada until 2007 but added that he has not 
yet decided whether to support the idea to elect the 
president by parliament as soon as 2004. 

Meanwhile President Leonid Kuchma said in 
Luhansk on Sept. 12 that 292 lawmakers now back the 
constitutional-reform draft that was recently submit- 
ted to parliament, Interfax reported. 

Constitutional amendments in Ukraine need 300 
votes in the 450-seat Verkhovna Rada for approval. 


Ukrainian peacekeeper killed in Iraq 


A Ukrainian peacekeeper was killed when a vehicle 
he was traveling in overtumed, the first soldier from 
the former Soviet republic to die in Iraq, reported the 
Associated Press citing the Ukrainian Defense Minis- 
try, Oct. 1. 

Yuriy Koydan, commander of a unit patrolling the 
area around the Kut air base in southern Iraq, died late 


on Sept. 30, the ministry said in a statement. One other 
passenger was slightly injured. 

The ministry said that preliminary information indi- 
cated the driver of the vehicle caused the accident by 
making a “risky turn.” 

Some 1,650 Ukrainian troops are serving in the Pol- 
ish-led stabilization force patrolling southern Iraq. 


о 
Kuchma asks UN to 
commemorate Famine 


(RFE/RL)—President Leonid Kuchma addressed the 58th session of 
the UN General Assembly in New York on Sept. 24, urging the United 
Nations to pay tribute to victims of the man-made famine in Ukraine in 
1932-33, which claimed up to 10 million lives, Interfax reported. 

“Seventy years ago, the totalitarian [Soviet] regime organized an artifi- 
cial famine in Ukraine,” Kuchma said. “Unfortunately, in 1933 the world 
did not react to our tragedy. The international community believed the cyni- 
cal propaganda of the Soviet state, which was selling grain abroad at a 
time when 17 people were dying every minute in Ukraine.” Kuchma said 
Ukraine is not seeking “to settle past scores,” adding “we only want to 
make known our tragedy to the largest possible number of people, so that 
this knowledge might help us avoid similar catastrophes in the future.” 

In May, Ukraine’s Verkhovna Rada approved a declaration designating 
the 1932-33 famine in Ukraine an "асі of genocide” against the Ukrainian 
people. 


In Odesa Jews honour 
“Righteous” Ukrainians 


(RISU.org.ua)—Members of 13 families from the Odesa, Mykolaiv, 
Volyn and other areas of Ukraine received the “Righteous of the Nations” 
award from the Israeli Ambassador to Ukraine, Naomi Ben-Ami. The cer- 
emony was held in the Israeli Cultural Center in Odesa on Sept. 11. 

The title “Righteous of the Nations” is awarded to those people who 
during World War II saved Jews from the Fascists. The records of the 
candidates are closely examined. Only non-Jews who selflessly helped 
during the war and at risk to their own lives rescued Jews can receive the 
award. The majority of those who personally saved people have already 
died, so their relatives receive the awards. Today there are over 18,000 
people who have been named “Righteous of the Nations,” including about 
1,500 inhabitants of Ukraine. In honor of each “Righteous,” a tree is planted 
on the territory of the Yad Vashem Memorial in Jerusalem. 

Among the “Righteous of the Nations” are religious and secular fig- 
ures, including some from the Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church (UGCC), 
who concealed Jews in private residences, monasteries, and even in the 
basement of St. George’s Cathedral in Lviv. Blessed Klymentii (Clement) 
Sheptytsky, archimandrite of the Studite order and brother of Metropoli- 
tan Andrey Sheptytsky, head of the UGCC during World War II, has been 
named a “Righteous of the Nations.” 
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Another Yalta sellout 


In 1945 the Crimean resort of Yalta became synonymous with the word 
“sellout”. Because it was there, in April of 1945, that the Western allies 
sold out Eastern Europe to Soviet dictator Joseph Stalin. Not only did the 
Yalta agreement lead to 40 years of Soviet hegemony over the countries 
of east central Europe, but it also obligated the Western allies to return 
displaced persons from the pre-war boundaries of the Soviet Union. This 
condemned them to either exile in Siberia or instant death. Many commit- 
ted suicide rather than return, much to the utter amazement of Western 
troops. 

Those Ukrainians from Central and Eastern Ukraine — namely the sur- 
vivors of that Famine whose 70" anniversary we commemorate this year 
— who came to Canada after the war — did so illegally. They lied about 
their place of origin, claiming to come from pre-war Poland in order to 
avoid returning to that Hell on Earth known as the USSR. (This may come 
as a surprise to many, but under Canada’s grossly unjust citizenship legis- 
lation, these people can still be deported. However, we digress.) 

The reason we mention Yalta is because on Sept. 19, again in Yalta, 
Ukrainian President Leonid Kuchma sold his country up the river to Rus- 
sia — just as Bohdan Khmelnytsky did in Pereyaslav 349 years earlier. 
The creation of a Single Economic Area (SEA) of Ukraine, Russia, Belarus 
and Kazakhstan is a sellout because it subordinates Ukraine’s economic 
independence to that of Russia. It’s one thing to sign a free trade agree- 
ment — Canada, the United States and Mexico are all part of the North 
American Free Trade Agreement, or NAFTA. But neither Canada nor 
Mexico are stupid enough to create one economic zone with the United 
States because the economic might of the United States grossly outstrips 
the combined economies of both Canada and Mexico. Thus, the United 
States would totally dominate any economic zone set up in North America. 
The same applies in this new Eurasian economic zone. Here, Russia is the 
dominant power. 

In fact, Russian control is already written into the agreement. It calls for 
the creation of a commission with the power to impose its decisions on 
member-states. Decisions of this commission will be taken by majority 
vote, and the number of votes each member holds will be proportional to 
its economic potential. Therefore Russia has a built-in majority on the 
commission and doesn’t even need Belarus to shove its will down the 
other members’ throats. 

Without question this clause is in direct conflict with the constitution of 
Ukraine so when Kuchma says that he signed the agreement with reserva- 
tions that Ukraine will commit itself only to those provisions that do not 
contradict its constitution, we wonder what planet he is on. 

The SEA also seriously undermines Ukraine’s bid to join the WTO and 
secure free access to the European market. Ukraine is far ahead of the 
other members in negotiations to join the WTO, but the Yalta accord re- 
quires its members to synchronize their WTO accession talks, and join on 
the same terms. Russia is far behind in its own membership talks, while 
Belarus, is nowhere near WTO membership. 

Should Ukraine join the WTO before the rest, it cannot set any condi- 
tions for the other countries accession, which again sets Ukraine back. 

Yet another drawback is that a customs union with Russia will put free 
trade with the EU beyond Kyiv’s reach — not to mention any hope Ukraine 
had of joining the European Union within this generation. 

One year ahead of the Регеуазіау anniversary, Leonid Kuchma found 
the perfect way to “commemorate” it. He signed a Pereyaslav Treaty of 
his own. 
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Communists again aid Kuchma 


By Taras Kuzio 

(RFE/RL)—Ukraine’s ruling elites are fearful of the 
end of the Kuchma era. 

President Leonid Kuchma and his oligarchic allies have 
no candidate agreeable to the three main clans who could 
win an election and act as a neutral “umpire” between 
them. Prime Minister Viktor Yanukovych, head of the 
Donbas clan’s Party of Regions, is unacceptable to Viktor 
Medvedchuk, head of the presidential administration and 
the rival Kyiv clan’s Social Democratic Party-united 
(SDPU-o). 

Medvedchuk is more fearful than the other two princi- 
pal oligarchic clans of a victory by Viktor Yushchenko. 
The Washington-based Camegie Endowment’s Anders 
Aslund believes that whereas the Donetsk and 
Dnipropetrovsk clans are evolving from oligarchs into 
businessmen, Medvedchuk’s SDPU-o has no future. In 
his opening speech at this month’s Verkhovna Rada ses- 
sion, parliamentary speaker Volodymyr Lytvyn indirectly 
attacked the SDPU-o for leaving its accumulated riches 
abroad, rather than reinvesting them in the Ukrainian 
economy. The crisis within the SDPU-o can be seen by 
its expulsion of first deputy parliamentary speaker 
Oleksandr Zinchenko, who unsuccessfully attempted to 
modernize the party and one of its television channels, 
Inter. 

Renationalization and a reversal of the insider 
privatization that took place in the 1990s is unlikely. But 
a Yushchenko victory will be accompanied by intense 
pressure to launch investigations into high-level corrup- 
tion. A recent poll found that 78 percent of Ukrainians 
believe that state action against corruption is purely “cos- 
metic.” During the Yushchenko government Aslund cal- 
culated that between $2 billion-$3 billion was returned 
to the state budget from the oligarchs. National Bank 
Chairman Serhiy Tyhypko, himself leader of the 
Dnipropetrovsk clan’s Labor Ukraine, admitted that capi- 
tal flight in 2002 had totaled a record $2.27 billion. 

Ukraine could follow Russia, where President Vladimir 
Putin supposedly made a deal with the oligarchs whereby 
they would keep their wealth in return for staying out of 
politics. Such a deal in Ukraine would remove at a stroke 
the centrists from the political arena. But, as Kuchma 
points out in his new book, “Ukraine Is Not Russia,” Putin 
has a KGB background and was trusted as outgoing Presi- 
dent Boris Yeltsin’s successor. Yushchenko would be 
elected as an opposition candidate without Kuchma’s 
blessing, making the issue of mutual trust more difficult. 

A Yushchenko presidency would be forced to grapple 
with two additional issues. He would be unlikely to al- 
low the oligarchs to continue to monopolize the media, 
particularly television. Here, Medvedchuk and Labor 
Ukraine oligarch Viktor Pinchuk would lose out most. 
Another area would be the need to clean out the Interior 
Ministry special forces who are accused of involvement 
in criminal and political violence. 

Different oligarchs are pleading for Yushchenko to not 
launch criminal cases and other actions against them if 
he is elected. Ironically, these are the same kinds of ac- 
tivities that the authorities are themselves undertaking 
against the opposition, such as criminal cases against radi- 
cal oppositionist Yuliya Tymoshenko. 

If Kuchma’s political reforms are adopted by parlia- 
ment, the 2004 elections are more likely to be free of 
violence and fair because Kuchma and the oligarchs will 
then have nothing to fear from a Yushchenko victory. 
Mykhaylo Pohrebynskyy, an adviser to Medvedchuk, said 
in a recent interview in “Ukrayinska pravda” that if the 


reforms are not adopted, there will be a violent and nonfree 
election campaign, especially in the oligarchs’ eastern 
Ukrainian heartland. 

Three constitutional drafts have been drawn up by the 
executive to attempt to deal with the Yushchenko threat. 
The first two attempted to lengthen Kuchma’s term in 
office by postponing next year’s elections until the par- 
liamentary elections in 2006. This was blocked by the 
opposition and Kuchma withdrew his second draft in early 
August. 

The third draft has successfully co-opted the Commu- 
nists (KPU) from the opposition. The double standards 
here are palpable; when the national democrats cooper- 
ated with the KPU in opposition, Kuchma attacked them 
for working with “antistate forces.” The KPU did not back 
the parliamentary resolution on the 1933 artificial fam- 
ine. 

This is not the first time the Communists have come to 
Kuchma’s and the oligarchs’ rescue. In April 2001 the 
Kuchma/oligarch-KPU alliance brought down the 
Yushchenko government. During the height of the 
Kuchmagate crisis from November 2000 to the March 
2002 elections, the KPU remained neutral, thereby al- 
lowing Kuchma to ride out the crisis. After the elections 
the KPU failed to reach agreement with Yushchenko’s 
Our Ukraine on the elections for parliamentary speaker. 
This allowed pro-Kuchma factions to elect former presi- 
dential administration head Volodymyr Lytvyn, who won 
by one vote, that ої KPU member Mykhaylo Potebenko. 
As prosecutor-general during the Kuchmagate crisis, 
Potebenko shielded Kuchma from allegations of his in- 
volvement in opposition journalist Heorhiy Gongadze’s 
killing. 

In July, a month before the third draft, the KPU openly 
came out against Yushchenko. Interviewed by the 
“Kievskii telegraf” newspaper and the versii.com website, 
both owned by the Labor Ukraine clan, KPU leader Petro 
Symonenko said, “In my view, the coming to power of 
Yushchenko is a threat to both the state and the people of 
Ukraine.” In Symonenko’s view, Yushchenko is "пої a 
patriot of Ukraine.” 

The third draft of constitutional changes outlines plans 
to transform Ukraine into a parliamentary-presidential 
republic by changing the election of the president from 
direct popular vote to a two-thirds majority of parliamen- 
tary deputies. Until the 2006 elections pro-Kuchma fac- 
tions will possess a slim majority in parliament. Pro- 
Kuchma parliamentary majority leader Stepan Havrysh 
claims that he has 241 deputies. These, together with 62 
Communists, give a slim majority of three to change the 
constitution. 

In reality, the majority have only 226-228 deputies and 
the KPU only 60, giving them less than the 300+ votes 
required (1.е., only 286-288). Speaker Lytvyn has there- 
fore predicted that the third draft will not be adopted be- 
fore the October 2004 presidential elections. 

If the lack of 12-15 votes is overcome and the consti- 
tutional changes are in fact adopted, Kuchma could be 
elected by his parliament majority to become prime min- 
ister, to whom many of the current powers of the presi- 
dent would pass. Although Kuchma is constitutionally 
unable to be elected president for a third term, he could 
therefore still survive politically by entering government, 
thereby postponing any problems surrounding his immu- 
nity. Thanks, of course, to “antistate” forces. 

Dr. Taras Kuzio, a resident fellow at the Centre for Rus- 
sian and East European Studies and adjunct professor, 
Department of Political Science, University of Toronto. 


New evidence points to high-level 
involvement in political murders 


By Taras Kuzio 

(RFE/RL)—Since the murder of opposition journalist 
Heorhiy Gongadze in fall 2000 the Ukrainian authori- 
ties have been incompetent in their handling of this case 
or have been unable to resolve it (or a mixture of the 
two). This is surprising because of the degree to which 
the Gongadze case has negatively affected both Presi- 
dent Leonid Kuchma and Ukraine’s domestic and inter- 
national standing. 

From November 2000 to April 2002, one factor why 
the Gongadze case was not resolved was the role of then 
Prosecutor Mykhailo Potebenko, who shielded Kuchma 
from accusations that he was directly involved in the 
crime. Potebenko, his staff, his successor Sviatoslav 
Piskun, as well as Ministry of Interior (MVS) chief Yuriy 
Smimov have all arrived at contradictory and often bi- 
zarre explanations for Gongadze’s murder. 

Yet, there are four facts that have been known for a 
long time which have been again authenticated by MVS 
sources. Firstly, it has now been admitted by the authori- 
ties that Gongadze was being followed prior to his death 
by the MVS. According to the Aug. 9-15 edition of the 
respected weekly “Zerkalo nedeli” the documents per- 
taining to this were subsequently destroyed after the re- 


moval of MVS chief Yuriy Kravchenko in February 2001. 

Second, Kuchma was allegedly recorded by security 
guard Mykola Melnychenko as demanding that 
Gongadze be dealt with. Present at the meeting were then- 
presidential administration head Volodymyr Lytvyn (now 
parliamentary speaker), Kravchenko, and Security Ser- 
vice chairman Leonid Derkach. The recording shows that 
Kuchma ordered Gongadze to be beaten up (but not mur- 
dered). Many other journalists have testified since then 
that they were also beaten by the MVS and warned to 
halt their critical reporting. In the Gongadze case, we 
can only assume that something went wrong when he 
was beaten up, leading to his death (i.e. manslaughter). 
Ihor Honcharov, an officer in an MVS special forces’ 
unit that was involved in political and criminal 
kidnappings, testified that, “These crimes were perpe- 
trated on the direct instruction of the Ministry of Inte- 
rior,” and later “The highest officials of the state knew 
about these kidnappings and murders and were associ- 
ated with them”, according to “Zerkalo nedeli”. 

Third, the units responsible were from the special 
forces of the MVS Directorate to Combat Organized 
Crime (UBOZ). The UBOZ has units called “Sokil” (Fal- 
con) who have also been nicknamed “Werewolves.” 
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Ethnocultural newspapers serve as bridges, editor says 


(UkrNews)—The immigrant experience and 
the post-immigrant experience are becoming 
intertwined as the history of ethnocultural com- 
munities in Canada progresses and the com- 
munities themselves evolve, said the editor- 
publisher of Ukrainian News at an international 
conference in Vienna, Sept. 16. 

Focusing primarily on the Ukrainian com- 
munity and Ukrainian press in Canada, 
Levytsky explained that his own newspaper had 
to transform itself from one which served an 
immigrant community to one which targeted 
people of Ukrainian origin who were already 
born in Canada. 

This was because the Ukrainian community 
in Canada had a unique situation in that there 
was no immigration from the home country for 
about a 50-year period during the Cold War. 

Thus, there were no new immigrants to pro- 
vide a reader base for an immigrant-oriented 
newspaper as older immigrants passed on. 

When immigration began anew following 
Ukraine’s independence in 1991, new news- 
papers were established. These followed the fa- 
miliar formula of concentrating on news from 
the home country in the langue of the home 
country. 

As a “post-immigrant’” newspaper, Ukrainian 
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News changed its principal language to English 
and began to include much more news from 
the Ukrainian community in Canada and to 
focus on Canadian issues related to that com- 
munity. 

By having a different approach from tradi- 
tional “immigrant” papers, Ukrainian News can 
also attract the newer immigrants, Levytsky 
said. 

“Many will read our paper to find out about 

community life in Canada, while they will read 
the newer immigrant publications to keep up 
with events in the old country, or just to have 
something in a language that is still easier for 
them to read,” he explained. 
That’s where the bridge between the “post im- 
migrant” and “immigrant” experience comes 
in — not only in relation to newspapers, but 
other community institutions. 

“The huge Ukrainian community infrastruc- 
ture of newspapers, media, cultural, religious, 
educational and other institutions in Canada has 
provided successful base for the integration of 
newer immigrants into Canadian society at 
large — one which will make their immigrant 
experience markedly different from the previ- 
ous ones,” Levytsky said 

And, despite many changes “the main ob- 


New evidence points to high-level 
involvement in political murders 


Kravchenko bragged at the meeting recorded 
by Melnychenko that he had vicious units who 
would do anything he ordered. It was officially 
admitted in 2000 by the Prosecutor’s Office that 
Sokil members did not combat organized crime 
but worked alongside them or terrorized them 
for protection money. And, the Kyiv daily 
“Segodnya” on Aug. 1, 2002, followed by 
“ITAR-TASS” on Aug. 8, reported that the 
Prosecutor’s Office had arrested Sokil mem- 
bers who had cooperated with organized crime. 
Fourth, a leading member of a “Sokil” unit, 
Honcharoy, was one of a number of people аг- 
rested in May 2002. After their arrests, Sokil 
members leaked information anonymously to 
the opposition socialist http:// 
www.Grani.kiev.ua on Feb. 17, 2002 that dealt 
with the involvement of their colleagues in the 
Gongadze murder. Prosecutor Piskun admitted 
in an interview in the same month in “Zerkalo 
Nedeli” that their involvement was one of the 
three theories being investigated. Honcharov 
compiled further evidence of the involvement 
of Sokil in the murder of Gongadze, which was 
released after Honcharov’s mysterious death. 

After being arrested, Honcharov claimed in 

statements published by the “Ukrayinska 
Pravda” website on Aug. 6 and Sept. 10 that he 
was ordered not to testify against other offic- 
ers and claimed he had been tortured and beaten 
in prison, which is thought by many to have 
led to his death on Aug. 1. Honcharov was the 
second Sokil member to have died recently in 
prison, which conveniently removed two po- 
tential witnesses in any future court case. Sus- 
piciously, Honcharov was quickly cremated 
two days after his death. 

Honcharov was пої a pleasant person. He 
was himself accused of eight murders and, as 
“Zerkalo Nedeli” points out, he was “in the 
epicentre of the criminal group of militia of- 
ficers.” Nevertheless, MVS officers implicated 
by Honcharov, such as Serhiy Chamula, the 
former head of Kyiv’s UBOZ, continue to work 
in other UBOZ field offices. 

After his death, Honcharov’s documents and 
testimony were sent to a Kyiv nongovenmen- 
tal organization, the Institute for Mass Infor- 
mation, which represents Reporters Without 
Frontiers. At first, the Prosecutor’s Office de- 
nied their authenticity and Deputy Prosecutor 
Oleksandr Medvedko said the papers revealed 

nothing new about Gongadze. Honcharov had 
complained about political pressure from the 
Prosecutor’s Office. A month later, Prosecutor 
Piskun changed his tune and admitted in an in- 
terview in the “2000” newspaper that the 
Honcharov papers are genuine and contain new 
facts in the Gongadze investigation. 

Incredibly, at the same time, Deputy Pros- 
ecutor Viktor Shokin continued to claim that 
“Melnychenko does not know anything [about 
the Gongadze affair].” Adding Melnychenko’s 
tapes to testimony by MVS officers would be 


presumably too dangerous for the authorities. 

These new revelations may shed light on 
other political murders in Ukraine. 

These include former National Bank Chair- 
man Vadym Hetman, who offered to finance 
Viktor Yushchenko’s 1999 presidential cam- 
paign (he declined, in the end, to stand), and 
Viacheslav Chomovil, the former leader of 
Rukh, who died in a suspicious car accident. 
Hetman, Chornovil, and former Prime Minis- 
ter Pavlo Lazarenko were the three main-indi- 
viduals blocking a potential reelection of 
Kuchma in 1999 for a second term. Only 
Lazarenko escaped by fleeing to the U-S., 
where he is soon to go on trial for money laun- 
dering. A car carrying Vladimir Efremov, a 
newspaper and television editor, collided with 
a KAMAZ truck on July 14 and killed the jour- 
nalist. The accident occurred just a month be- 
fore Efremov was due to give testimony in the 
U.S. in the Lazarenko case. KAMAZ trucks 
have featured regularly in such “accidents.” 

The Срогпомії case is particularly intrigu- 
ing. “Ukrayinska Pravda” reported on Jan. 25, 
2001 that after Chornovil’s car accident in 
March 1999 special forces MVS officers, who 
may have also been from a Sokil unit, provided 
video of an interview in which they admit or- 
ganizing Chomovil’s “accident.” Omelchenko 
said the video was given to then-opposition 
presidential candidate Yevhen Marchuk, 
“Ukrayinska Pravda” reported on Dec. 11, 
2000. 

But Marchuk was co-opted by Kuchma in 
the second round and he then claimed he lost 
the video, the “Kyiv Post” reported on Jan. 26, 
2001. After four years as secretary of the Na- 
tional Security and Defense Council, Marchuk 
was named defense minister in May. On Sept. 
10, “Ukrayinska Pravda” reported that the head 
of the parliamentary commission investigating 
the Gongadze murder, Heorhiy Omelchenko, 
as linking the initials “YKM” (which are 
Marchuk’s initials) to Honcharov’s papers, as 
someone to whom details of the Gongadze af- 
fair were passed. 

The issue of political murders, including that 
of Gongadze, will not go away. The Gongadze 
Commission in parliament has concluded that 
Kuchma and Kravchenko are the “organizers 
of the abduction of Heorhiy Gongadze which 
led to the tragic result of his murder.” 

The fear of being out of power after the Oc- 
tober 2004 election is fueling various machi- 
nations surrounding “political reform” initiated 
by Kuchma. One central issue is that of 
Kuchma’s immunity when he is out of office. 
While high-level corruption, election rigging, 
and even illegal arms sales may be quietly for- 
gotten, the issue of involvement in violence and 

murder will continue to haunt Kuchma after 
he leaves office. As recent examples have 
shown in Peru, Argentina, and Chile, immu- 
nity is never forever. 


jectives of the ethnocultural press and other 
forms of media, to help integrate newcomers 
into the Canadian mainstream, while develop- 
ing their own unique heritage within the new 
reality and maintaining a voice for their com- 
munity — will continue as before,” he noted. 

Levytsky attended the Metropolis Confer- 
ence entitled “Gaining from Migration: A Glo- 
bal Perspective on Opportunities for Economic 
and Social Prosperity” on behalf of the Publi- 
cations Assistance Program of the Department 
of Canadian Heritage. 

The conference, held Sept. 15-19, focused 
attention on the opportunities created by a re- 
sponsible and broadly welcoming approach to 
immigration for both receiving and sending 
societies. 

William Fizet, Director, Periodical Publish- 
ing Policy and Programs, delivered the main 
address at the workshop on the ethnocultural 
press, in which he stated that the Department 
of Canadian Heritage’s recent decision to pro- 
vide increased access and assistance to 
Canada’s ethnocultural publications reflects the 
changing nature of Canadian society and the 
increased role that ethnocultural publications 
are playing within Canadian society. 

“These publications face greater challenges 
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in the market place than established mainstream 
publications; however, they have the potential 
to not only serve their clientele with informa- 
tion but also to facilitate and assist in the inte- 
gration process of newcomers. 

“Tn the 20" century the media played a cru- 
cial role in the development of ideas in many 
western democracies. In the 21" century, the 
diversity of Canada’s population maybe the 
greatest asset in an era of increased globaliza- 
tion. Fostering and ensuring a society values 
its diversity is crucial to maintaining a cohe- 
sive society. It is equally important to allow 
newcomers to become a part of their new na- 
tion; as such, ethnocultural publications can be 
perceived as an essential tool in allowing 
ethnocultural communities to maintain their 
identity and voices within a Canadian landscape 
while at the same time enabling these same 
communities to fully participate within Cana- 
dian society,” he said. 

Other presenters included Dr. Dhooleka 
Sarhadi Raj, a Fellow-Commoner, Lucy 
Cavendish College, University of Cambridge 
and Principal Health Research Scientist at 
Battelle Memorial Institute and Dr. James 
Frideres, University of Calgary, Professor of 
Sociology. 


Naftohaz Ukrayiny — a study in 
state-sponsored corruption (Part 3) 


By Roman Kupchinsky 

(RFE/RL)—A new battle for control of 
Naftohaz Ukrayiny (NAK) began on Jan. 18, 
2003. Simply put, it was a contest between the 
presidential administration led by chief of staff 
Viktor Medvedchuk on the one hand, and the 
so-called Donetsk clan on the other. On that day, 
the cabinet issued a decree that placed Naftohaz 
Ukrayiny under the administrative control of 
the Fuel and Energy Ministry. Kuchma annulled 
the decree two days later, on Jan. 20, and al- 
lowed Naftohaz Ukrayiny to exist as a more or 
less autonomous structure. 

According to a decision made by the presi- 
dent at the time, Naftohaz Ukrayiny was to be 
placed under the supervision of the State Prop- 
erty Fund, a body without regulatory or over- 
sight functions in the energy sector and best 
known for dubious deals during the 
privatization auctions of the 1990s in which in- 
dividuals close to President Kuchma and his 
predecessor, Leonid Kravchuk, were seemingly 
awarded for their loyalty through ownership of 
prime industrial enterprises at rock-bottom 
prices. 

Prime Minister Viktor Yanukovych was told 
to prepare a transfer of administrative control 
over Naftohaz Ukrayiny by early March. 

According to sources in the energy sector, the 
Donetsk clan, an influential industrial group in 
the Donetsk region of Ukraine, intended to ex- 
ercise control over the negotiations between 
Naftohaz Ukrayiny and Turkmenistan for the 
purchase of Turkmen gas and also to have a say 
in who would handle the transit of this gas to 
Ukraine. Unconfirmed rumors had it that the 
Donetsk clan even had plans to replace Yuriy 
Boyko with Serhiy Taryta, the head of the In- 
dustrial Union of the Donbas. 

The transit of Turkmen gas to Ukraine had 
become a major issue by the end of 2002 and 
early 2003. It was not merely a power struggle 
between competing Ukrainian clans, but had 
much broader ramifications. 

The company that had had the contract with 
Naftohaz Ukrayiny and Gazprom to transport 
Turkmen gas to Ukraine since 1998 was Itera. 
Founded in Moscow by Igor Makarov in 1992, 
Itera was given the concession to transport gas 
by Gazprom, the Russian gas monopoly, to 
Gazprom’s “problem” clients such as Ukraine, 
Georgia, Armenia, and Belarus, which would 
pay late or not at all. By using various barter 
deals, Makarov built Itera into a major gas com- 
pany and, within a few years, Itera owned its 
own gas fields; by 2002, it had become the 
world’s fifth-largest gas company. 

Relations between Itera and Naftohaz 
Ukrayiny were often strained. The Ukrainian 
side was habitually late in paying its transit fees, 
and Thor Bakay, the former head of Naftohaz 
Ukrayiny, was suspected by some of seeking 
side deals to his own personal benefit. Accord- 
ing to sources in the Russian energy sector, 


Bakay at one point pledged to repay part of the 
debt to Itera if 10 percent were kicked back to 
him. The offer was refused, the same sources 
said. By 2000, Itera began curbing gas ship- 
ments until payments arrived. By early 2000, 
Naftohaz Ukrayiny owed Gazprom some 
US$1.4 billion. (This was the figure the Rus- 
sian side accepted for negotiations.) Of the over- 
all figure, Itera was owed some $600 million. 

By mid 2002, Naftohaz Ukrayiny and 
Gazprom were faced with a situation that re- 
quired a rapid change in the way they were do- 
ing business. Kuchma was in trouble with the 
Washington administration over the execution- 
style killing of Heorhiy Gongadze and his al- 
leged intention to sell Kolchuga radars to Iraq, 
and he was now faced with a vocal opposition. 
Many politicians in Kyiv felt that Kuchma 
needed money to help install a successor and 
stay out of jail. 

Russian President Vladimir Putin was also 
faced with mounting pressure to reform 
Gazprom. Russian oil companies — richer than 
ever due to the high price of oil brought on in 
part by instability in the Persian Gulf, and with 
the war in Iraq around the corner — were 
screaming for access to the Russian gas pipe- 
lines controlled by Gazprom so they could ex- 
port their natural gas. (Much gas was simply 
being burned off.) But Gazprom was fiercely 
resistant. Other critics of Gazprom were call- 
ing for the company to be broken up and urg- 
ing liberalization of the Russian gas business. 
Either way, Gazprom was afraid that its days as 
an all-powerful monopoly were coming to an 
end, and Putin doubtless considered the possi- 
bility that he might lose his most powerful 
source of funds. 

The new management of Gazprom ushered 
in by Putin was having a difficult time with the 
company’s assets, and rumors were making the 
rounds in Moscow that the new Gazprom chief, 
Aleksei Miller, and his crew were less than com- 
petent. “Nezavisimaya gazeta,” reporting on the 
annual Gazprom shareholders meeting on June 
27, offered on June 30 that “Putin’s reformist 
team of Miller’s is more crooked than [Rem] 
Viakhiryev’s.” Vast reserves of natural gas in 
the Yamal were not being developed and, 
coupled with the low price of gas in Russia, the 
company was making little money on its home 
market. The only money to be made was in Eu- 
rope; but in order to sell gas to Europe, Gazprom 
needed to find this gas, and the largest avail- 
able source was Turkmenistan. For Turkmen gas 

to reach final users in Europe, it had to be trans- 
ported through Kazakhstan via the Central Asia- 
Center pipeline network to Russia; and from 
there to Ukraine, where it would be pumped 
through the Druzhba pipeline and on to 
Slovakia. The Druzhba pipeline was owned by 
Naftohaz Ukrayiny. 
In late 2002, Naftohaz Ukrayiny and 
Cont. on Page 15 
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'9 Rusalka 


celebrate 40th anniversary 


(UkrNews)—Winnipeg’s Rusalka Ukrai- 
nian Dance Ensemble celebrated its 40th an- 
niversary with two concerts at the Centennial 
Concert Hall, Sept. 11 and 12. 

This was the first local appearance by the 
group since they performed Swan Lake with 
the Royal Winnipeg Ballet in 1999. 

Formed in 1962, Rusalka has toured Asia, 
Europe, Mexico, Ukraine and throughout 
Canada and the United States, performing 
Ukrainian Dance with a modern twist, re- 
ported the Winnipeg Free Press just before 
their concerts. 

In the Free Press story, former dancer Pat 
Kuzyk, who was organizing some of the 
company’s anniversary events, recalled the 
effort he and his colleagues put into dancing 
and the thrill of live audiences. 

“We were as dedicated as professional 
dancers. We would be rehearsing seven nights 
a week,” he recalls. “We weren’t getting paid 
for it. We were doing it for the applause. We 
would live for the standing ovations.” 

The Ensemble draws its name from Rusalka 
the mythical water nymph, comes to life once 
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a year, on the feast of Ivana Kupala. 

The 40th anniversary concert was built 
around the theme of stories. 

“When we recount our lives and all that we 
have done, we do so with stories shared with 
family and friends. Stories that can bring a 
smile to our face, laughter to our lips and tears 
to our eyes. These stories are part of each of 
us, part of our lives and part of what we leave 
behind,” explained the ensemble in its pro- 
gram book. 

“Ukrainian culture is rich with stories. Our 
folklore has been handed down from one gen- 
eration to the next, each telling its story, en- 
suring that the message lives on; that the story 
is told.” 

Other numbers during the concert included 
a Pryvit, or Welcome dance, two Hopaks, a 
Spring Dance, a Zaporizhian number, Circle 
Dance, Kalyna, Huliana and regional dances 
from Volyn and Bukovyna. 

Guest performers included the Hoosli Male 
Chorus, the Sirko Kozaks, the Jr. Rusalka 
Dancers, the Povnorotti Chorus and the Mu- 
sical Knights. 
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Scene from Shamka’s С пає. 


Shumka to feature “‘best 
of the best” in Calgary 


(UkrNews/Bottomline)—The Ukrainian 
Shumka Dancers will present Absolutely 
Shumka, October 10 at 7:30 pm at Calgary’s 
Jubilee Auditorium. 

Using Shumka’s signature whirlwind style 
of marrying the mysteries of traditional Ukrai- 
nian folk dance with ballet and contemporary 
movement, Absolutely Shumka showcases 
spectacular highlights of Shumka’s most im- 
pressive productions to date. 

Under the Artistic Direction of Gordon 
Gordey, and Associate Artistic Director, Dave 
Ganert, this 55 member Edmonton-based 
company, returns to Calgary with an exciting 
repertoire based production featuring the “best 
of the best” including excerpts of the criti- 
cally acclaimed, Shumka’s Cinderella. 

Gordey told Ukrainian News the program 
will consist of three different pieces. The first, 
“Autumn Mosaic” will feature a number cel- 
ebrating harvest in Ukraine. This was first 
staged eight years ago during the “Absolutely 
Shumka” tour and was recently previed at the 


Pysanka Festival in Vegreville. 


Culture in Kyiv. 


| parted. 


Alberta. 


The second — “Evening at the Palace” will 
showcase some of the Cinderella choreogra- 
phy. “Love’s Tapstry” will round out the 
evening. 

“Because it’s in three separate pieces, it’s 
good for children and youth,” says Gordey. 

Gordey says there are no plans as of yet to 
stage the production elsewhere. 

Absolutely Shumka features the captivating 
choreography of Shumka’s former Artistic 
Director, John Pichlyk and Choreographer of 
the Kyiv Ballet, Viktor Lytvynov, and features 
original symphonic musical compositions by 
Ukraine’s State honoured composer, Yuri 
Shevchenko. 

Absolutely Shumka is a stunningly visual 
show with elaborate sets and hundreds of cos- 
tumes designed by Maria Levitska of the Na- 
tional Opera of Ukraine. 

Tickets are $35, $25, $20 and $15 for chil- 
dren 14 and under and are available at all 
Ticketmaster Outlets, Charge-By-Phone at 
403.777.0000 or www.ticketmaster.ca. 


Volya Ukrainian Dance Ensemble 


AUDA to present 20th 
Anniversary Gala 


(UkrNews)—The Alberta Ukrainian Dance Association (AUDA) will 
be presenting its Hopak 20th Anniversary Gala at the Edmonton’s Jubilee 
Auditorium on Oct. 18 at 7:30 pm. 

This performance will bring together Ukrainian dancers from across 
the province to celebrate the artistry, colour and pride of Ukrainian cul- 
ture. Guest artists include the Cheremosh Ukrainian Dance Ensemble, 
Dunai Ukrainian Dancers, Ukrainian Shumka Dancers, Trembita Dance 
Ensemble, Tryzub Ukrainian Dance Ensemble, Vohon Ukrainian Dance 
Ensemble and Volya Ukrainian Dance Ensemble. 

Hosted by Much More Music’s Bill Welychka, the Gala highlights some 
of Alberta’s premier Ukrainian dance companies culminating in an excit- 
ing Hopak finale that features representation from seven of the participat- 
ing ensembles. The finale is choreographed by Professor Serhij Zubatov, 
the head of the Choreographic Department of the University of Art and 


The Gala will also include a brief informative presentation detailing the 
| history of Vasyl Avramenko, the dance master credited for bringing Ukrai- 
| nian dance to Canada, and the legacy that his travels across Canada im- 


AUDA is an umbrella organization for Ukrainian dance groups across 


The concert will commemorate AUDA’s 20th anniversary. 


Over 250 people attended the opening of 

the retrospective exhibition marking the 10th 
anniversary of the death of Myron Levytsky, 
at the Ukrainian Canadian Art Foundation in 
Toronto, Sept. 7. 
. ‘He distinguished himself as a painter, a print 
maker, an illustrator and a book designer, and 
also as a church painter,” said Gerald 
Needham, Professor Emeritus, York Univer- 
sity in opening the exhibit, which ran until 
Sept. 21 | 

“This latter achievement separates him 
from most artists, and we can only regret that 
this important part of his work cannot be pre- 
sented properly in an exhibition..” he added. 

Prof Needham noted that in his early work 
Levytsky showed a debt to the Impression- 
ists and Post-Impressionist, but not to the 
modern painters of the twentieth century. 

“Two reasons perhaps account for this: 
Levytsky was attracted above all to depicting 
the human figure, which would have inhib- 
ited an exploration of abstract tendencies, 

while his involvement with prints and illus- 
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A view of the. guests at the opening of the retrospective exhibition. 


Retrospective Levytsky exhibit held in Toronto 


tration gave him little time to develop his 
painting in an independent way. Lev (as he 
came to call himself as an artist) did create a 
more modern style in his illustrations. It is 
easy to think of prints as a lesser art form than 
painting, but this is a mistake, especially, I 
believe, in Lev’s case. The prints in the exhi- 
bition speak for themselves as major works 
of art while his tiniest pictures, the numerous 
ex libris, are a delight and deserve careful at- 
tention. 

“It was during a stay in Paris, 1956-58, 
when he was in his 40s the Lev made his 
breakthrough as a painter. His space became 
flattened and the structure of the pictures is 
based оп a linear pattern. This system freed 
his color which became brighter and indepen- 
dent of the particular details of the subject. 
The houses in Chartres can be made yellow, 
orange and red to contrast with the grey and 
green of the Cathedral. 

“The pictures consequently take on a vivid 
presence. Another innovation which seems to 
be owed to the linearity of prints is Lev’s use 
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Left to Right: Roma Hankivsky, Anna Turkewych, Tatiana Vanderheyden, Halyna Levytsky, 
Oksana Shabotynsky, Prof. Gerald Needham, Prof. Daria Darewych and Bohdan Holowacky. 


The painting is a self-portrait of the artist. 


Levada Womens choir, Orion Mens choir - Ukrainian Youth Ensembles. 


UCC, TO celebrates Independence Day 


(UkrNews)—Oyer 3,500 celebrated 
Ukraine’s the 12. anniversary of Ukraine’s 
Independence, organized by the Ukrainian Ca- 
nadian Congress, Toronto Branch at 
Oakville’s St. Volodymyr Cultural Centre, 
Aug. 24. 

Guest speaker, Verkhovna Rada Deputy 
Roman Zvarych of the “Our Ukraine” bloc 
reiterated his leader’s previous calls for 
Diaspora members to send election observ- 
ers to Ukraine to ensure honest presidential 
elections in 2004. 

Our Ukraine leader Viktor Yushchenko 
visited Toronto, Montreal and Ottawa this 
spring. 

Other speakers included: Jean Augustine, 
MP (Liberal), Secretary of State for Women’s 
Affairs and Multiculturalism; David Miller, 
Toronto, City Councillor; Dr Thor Lossowsky, 
Consul General of Ukraine and Markian 
Szwec, President, Ukrainian Canadian Con- 
gress, Toronto Branch 

Concert Performers were: Ukrainian Youth 
Ensembles mixed choir of “Orion” and 
“Levada’’, artistic director D. Bilan, accom- 
panist R. Belej; “Ukraina” dance ensemble, 
artistic directors L and V. Movchan; 
“Vesnianka” dance ensemble, artistic direc- 

tors O. Stadnyk and M. Baldecky, choreogra- 
pher М. Kyrejko; Toronto Bandurist Cappella, 
artistic director V. Mishalow, soloists: V. 


Roman Zvarych 


Shevel апа М. Maskula; Мпіуа"; “Metelytsia” 
and “Zbruch”’. 

Zabava Performers were: Vasyl Popadiuk, 
"Дипаї", “Zahrava’’, “Kari Ochi’, "Могаїка", 
“Khudi i Mocni” and “Zbruch”. 


of lines in place of shadows so that the fig- 
ures are not modeled but given a graceful play 
of surface movement by the lines. 

“In some of the figures these lines repre- 
sent clothing while the body is presented in 
its nude form so that the drapery becomes 
transparent and it creates a gentle but entic- 
ing eroticism. In contrast, we encounter dra- 
matic pictures without lines but assertive slabs 
of color like Ivan Hus and the astonishing 
Self-Portrait of 1968. 

“Religious painting forms one of the most 
difficult tasks facing a moder painter. If the 
artist adopts a traditional style the pictures 
look derivative and without the aura of the 
older works. A very modem painter stylizes 
the figures too much and loses the connec- 
tion with the religious subject. It is the com- 
bination of Lev’s fascination with the human 
figure and the frontality that he created 
through his adoption of a surface pattern of 


lines that makes his church murals so success- 
ful. His pictures relate to the tradition of 
church painting not by imitation but by his 
own modem synthesis. 

“We must admire Lev for his ability to work 
so successfully from the largest to the tiniest 
scale creating styles appropriate to each sub- 
ject. No wonder he became one of the most 
popular Ukrainian artists not only in Canada 
but throughout the international Ukrainian 
community,” he concluded. 

The organizing committee consisted of 
Prof. Daria Darewych, Tatiana Vanderheyden, 
Oksana Shabotynsky, Bohdan Holowacky and 
Luda Pawliw. 

The artist’s widow, Halyna Levytsky, of- 
fered help and advice in the preparation of 
the exhibition. 

Myron Levytsky was the father of Ukrai- 
nian News Editor and Publisher Marco 


Levytsky. 


UCC-SPC announces 2003 Nation 
Builders Award honourees 


(UCC-SPC)—The Board of Directors of 
the Saskatchewan Provincial Council of the 
Ukrainian Canadian Congress is pleased to 
announce the 2003 UCC-SPC Nation Builder 
Award honourees. 

Individuals receiving the UCC-SPC Nation 
Builders Awards for 2003 are: Bishop Basil 
Filevich (Stryj, AB-Saskatoon), Wilfred 
Homenuik (Kamsack-Toronto), Yaris 
(Yaroslaw) Kotyk (Whitkow-North 
Battleford), Vera Labach (Yellow Creek- 
Saskatoon), Emilia Panamaroff (Saskatoon), 
Zenon Pohorecky (Saskatoon), George 
Skwarchuk (Springside-Yorkton), Lillian 
Steranko (Hyas-Stenen), Mary Usick 
(Regina-Lumsden), Senator Paul Yuzyk 
(Pinto-Ottawa). 

On Nov. 2, UCC-SPC will host the Ninth 
Annual Nation Builder Awards (NBA) lun- 
cheon in Yorkton. At the NBA luncheon, these 
community activists will be honoured for their 
achievements and contribution to Canadian 
society and to the Ukrainian community. 

Initiated in 1995, the UCC-SPC Nation 
Builders Awards are an official recognition 
event of the UCC-SPC whose object is to rec- 
ognize worthy individuals: 

* Who have provided, without reward or 
gain, outstanding service or exceptional com- 


munity involvement in an area that is beyond 
the performance of the individual’s normal 
duties or the exercise of the responsibilities 
of a profession to which that individual be- 
longs; and/or 

* Who have made a lasting impact on 
Saskatchewan and/or Canada through their 
contribution to Canadian or Ukrainian-Cana- 
dian community development, goals and ide- 
als. 

Each year about 10 individuals are so rec- 
ognized. Candidates for recognition are nomi- 
nated by UCC-SPC member organizations as 
well as by individual members of the Ukrai- 
nian-Canadian community. 

Each group of honourees is chosen so as to 
represent a cross-section of Saskatchewan’s 
Ukrainian community as well as Canadian 
society. Candidates for recognition must have 
spent a significant part of their lives in 
Saskatchewan or have made a significant part 
of their contribution while in Saskatchewan. 

From its inception to the end of 2002, the 
Nation Builders Awards program has 
honoured 95 individuals. Honourees hail from 
all parts of the province and represent a wide 
range of activities from the arts, to commu- 
nity advocacy, to community and/or political 
leadership, to accomplished professionals. 
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6 жовтня в Ipaky 
судитимуть українців 


Мар'яна Драч, Радіо Свобода 

Прага, 29 вересня 2003 року. - В Іраку судитимуть двох українців, 
яких звинувачують у контрабанді іракських енергоносіїв. Суд має 
розпочатися в Багдаді б жовтня і стане першим випробуванням, 
створеної за підтримки США, нової правової системи Іраку. 

На засіданні перед судом має постати капітан судна і його перший 
помічник. Двох українських громадян звинувачують у тому, що вони, 
порушуючи іракські закони, у серпні намагалися нелегально вивезти 
з Іраку 3,5 тони дизельного пального на судні "Навстар", яке йшло під 
панамським прапором. Решта команди судна, на якому був 21 моряк, 
перебуває під якорем у південному іракському порту Ум Каср. 

Ми зв'язалися з дружиною капітана Світланою Мазуренко, яка каже 
радіо "Свобода", що її чоловік ні в чому не винен. Говорить Світлана 
Мазуренко по телефону з Керчі. 

Світлана Мазуренко (переклад): Їх заарештували насильно. Вони 
везли той вантаж, який закупив господар. Документи, як мені 
повідомив господар, в нього є на це. Вже пройшло два місяці, але їм 
не висунули ще жодних звинувачень: ні письмових, ні усних, ніяких. 
Проте їх ізолювали від команди. Там йде повне порушення прав людини. 
Зараз також дуже бідує команда: без води вони знаходяться, без 
продуктів, без палива, і, відповідно, без приготування їжі, тому що не 
працює система. 

Мар'яна Драч: А Ви звідки знаєте про те, що в такому скрутному 
становищі перебувають зараз українські моряки? Українські дип- 
ломати стверджують, що затримані нормально харчуються, і по- 
обіцяли зі свого боку надавати нормальну підтримку. Звідки у Вас 
дані про те, що українські моряки зараз у такому стані? 

Світлана Мазуренко: Вони дають інформацію 2-3-тижневої 
давнини. Так, три тижні тому у них було все, коли приїздив помічник 
дипломата: у них були продукти, у них було паливо, в них була вода. 
Проте, люди ж живуть. І за три тижні люди ж з'їдають, і все 
витрачається ж. А на даний момент вони знаходяться в дуже 
злиденному становищі. 

Мар'яна Драч: А звідки у Вас ці дані? 

Світлана Мазуренко: Звідки у мене такі дані? Ми постійно 
зв'язуємося з судном. В дружин встановлена черга, тому що це дуже 
дороге задоволення туди телефонувати. Хтось з нас щодня телефонує 
на судно, ми отримуємо інформацію від чоловіків, і вже тут ми 
передзвонюємося між собою. Особисто я отримую інформацію 
безпосередньо від комерційного директора цієї фірми, від якої вони 
працювали. 

Мар'яна Драч: Я Вам дуже дякую 3a ці дані. І ми будемо сподіватися, 
що буде справедливість у цій справі. 

Світлана Мазуренко: Так, я також надіюсь, що в цій справі 
справедливість повинна перемогти, і те, що вони вчинили з нашими 
чоловіками і моряками... Таких речей не можна робити з людьми. Це 
дуже і дуже, і дуже негарно з боку британців і американців. Дуже 
негарні дії. 

Мар'яна Драч: Це була Світлана Мазуренко, дружина українського 
капітана Миколи Мазуренка, якого судитимуть 6 жовтня в Багдаді за 
звинуваченням у контрабанді іракських енергоносіїв. За даними 
агентства "Рейтер", якщо вину Миколи Мазуренка та його першого 
помічника буде доведено, то, згідно з іракським законодавством, у 

найгіршому випадку їм загрожує довічне ув'язнення. 


Український вояк в Іраку 
поранив товариша 


(Кореспондентлеї)- Один з вояків українського контингенту в Іраку 
випадково поранив свого товариша по службі. Про це повідомили 
українські інфомаційні агенції та Міністерство оборони України. 

За інформацією військових, після планового чищення зброї один з 
вояків залишив свою снайперську гвинтівку СВД на місці чищення, 
тоді як в забійнику гвинтівки лишився один набій. 

Інший військовослужбовець, який не знав про це, порушив, як 
твердить повідомлення веб-сайту Міністерства оборони, правила 
поводження зі зброєю і випадково вистрелив. 

Пострілом поранено сержанта Олександра Сахна. 

Пораненого прооперували у шпиталі м. Вавілон. Водночас, як 
твердить агенція "Інтерфакс", посилаючись на польську агенцію ПАП, 
представник польського командира багатонаціональної дивізії заявив, 

що потерпілого і справді оперували у Вавілоні, а тоді перевели до 
Багдада. 

Стан його здоров'я - стабільний, але лишається тяжким. 

За фактом порушено кримінальну справу. 


Ющенко: Ющенко і Тимошенко 
будуть разом на виборах Президента 


(Кореспондент.пег)- Лідер блоку "Наша Україна" Віктор Ющенко 
вважає, що немає таких питань, які він не зможе вирішити з лідером 
блоку її імені Юлією Тимошенко. Про це, як повідомили в прес-службі 
"Нашої України", він заявив в інтерв'ю львівським журналістам. 

"Ющенко і Тимошенко будуть разом на виборах-2004. У нас немає 
проблемних розбіжностей щодо необхідності консолідації", - 
підкреслив Віктор Ющенко. 

Він також повідомив, що на даний момент представники "Нашої 
України" і БЮТІ "працюють над зняттям проблемних питань щодо 
утворення коаліції". 
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Наукова конференція Світової 
Наукової Ради в Києві 


Під час VIII Конгресу Світового Конгресу Укра- 
їнців у Києві 18 серпня в приміщенні Будинку 
вчителя (колишній будинок Центральної Ради) від- 
булося наукова конференція і загальні збори Світо-- 
вої Наукової Ради. Конференція була присвячена 
проблемі українського наукового життя в діяспорі 
і співпраці з Україною. Голова СНР і президент YIT 
проф. Любомир Винар, відкриваючи конференцію, 
наголосив на її завданнях, розкривши діяльність 
осередків українських наукових установ в Америці, 
Канаді, Західній Европі і Австралії з точки зору 
їхньої співпраці з академічною Україною. Він під- 
креслив символічне значення проведення наукової 
конференції в колишньому домі Української 
Центральної Ради, в якій 1917 - 1918 роках Михайло 
Грушевський 1 його співробітники відновили дер-- 
жавну незалежність України. Конференцію приві - 
тали діючий президент УВАН в США і новообраний 
ректор Українського Вільного Університету проф. 
Альберт Кіпа, президент УВАН в Канаді о. проф. 
Олег Кравченко, президент Української Асоціяції 
Університетських Професорів проф. Ася Гумецька, 
голова НТШ в Европі проф. А. Жуковський та інші. 
На першій сесії конференції під керівництвом проф. 
Аркадія Жуковського, голови НТШ в Европі, виго-- 
лошено такі доповіді: проф. Любомир Винар (СНР, 
УТТ) -- "Світова Наукова Рада і структура наукового 
життя в діяспорі", проф. Юрій Макар (Чернівецький 
національний університет) - "Розвиток української 
історичної науки в діяспорі. (З нагоди 40-ліття 
"Українського історика")", проф. Аркадій Жуков- 
ський (НТШ в Европі) - " Українська наукова діяль - 
ність у Західній Европі". Після дискусії відбулася 
презентація 3-го доповненого видання монографії 
проф. О. Оглоблина "Тетьман Іван Мазепа та його 
доба" (видання УТТ та СНР). 


На другій сесії, якою керував проф. Микола Му-- 
шинка, голова НТШ в Словаччині, виголошено такі 
доповіді: проф. Євген Федоренко (УВАН в США) — 
"Сучасний стан та плян діяльности УВАН у США", 
проф. Тарас Гунчак (НТШ в Америці) - "Діяльність 
НТШ в Америці", д-р Василь Верига (CHP, НТШ в 
Канаді) - "Наукове Товариство ім. Шевченка в Ка- 
наді", д-р Алла Атаманенко (Національний універ-- 
ситет "Острозька академія") - "Діяльність Ykpain— 
ського Історичного Товариства в діяспорі та Ykpa— 
їні", проф. Микола Мушинка — " Українське наукове 
життя в Словаччині". 

Заключною сесією конференції керував д-р Ва- 
силь Верига і наній виголошено такі доповіді: проф. 
Ярослав Пеленський (Східноевропейський дослід-- 
ний Інститут ім. В. Липинського) - "Співпраця Схід - 
ноевропейського дослідного Інституту ім. В. Липин-- 
ського з Інститутом Европейських досліджень НАН 
України", проф. Петро Кононенко (Інститут укра-- 
їнознавства, Київ) - "Зауваги до співпраці з науко-- 
вими установами в діяспорі" і проф. Олег Романів 
(НТШ в Україні) - "Співпраця НТШ в Україні 3 
діяспорою?. Після виступів відбулася презентація 
першого тому "Листування В. Липинського", прис-- 
вяченого 40-річчю Інституту ім. В. Липинського. 

Конференція СНР i зустріч українських науковців 
діяспори і України пройшла успішно. Доповіді з 
конференції передбачається опублікувати. Крім 
того, Світова Наукова Рада у співпраці з Інститутом 
дослідів української діяспори при ОА готує збірку 
"Українські наукові установи в діяспорі", яка має 
появитися цього року. 

Алла Атаманенко, Директор Інституту дослідів 
української діяспори при Національному 
університеті "Острозька академія" 


Вибрано нову президію Світової Наукової Ради 


(ПС -СВНР-СКУ ) - 18 серпня під час VIII Кон-- 
гресу СКУ в Києві відбулися загальні збори Світової 
Наукової Ради. Зборами провадив голова СНР проф. 
Любомир Винар, секретарем був проф. Осип Map— 
тинюк. Загальні збори відкрив проф. Любомир 
Винар, опісля слідували звіти голови і скарбника за 
останні 4 роки діяльності ради. Після дискусії над 
звітами уділено абсолюторію уступаючої СНРади. 
Опісля голова Номінаційної комісії д-р Василь 
Верига запропонував членів нової Управи Ради у 
такому складі: д-р Любомир Винар, дійсний член 
НТШ і УВАН, Президент YIT - голова, д-р Ася 
Гумецька, дійсний член НТШ i УВАН, Президент 
Української Американської Асоціяції Університет. - 
ських Професорів - заступник голови, д-р Аркадій 
Жуковський, дійсний член НТШ і УВАН, голова 
НТШ в Европі - заступник голови, о. д-р Олег 
Кравченко, Президент УВАН в Канаді - заступник 
голови, д-р Василь Верига, заступник голови НТШ 
в Канаді - заступник голови, д-р Микола Мушинка, 
голова НТШ у Словаччині - член Президії, д-р Євген 


Федоренко, науковий секретар YBAH у США, д-р. 
Стефан Козак, голова НТШ в Польщі - член Пре- 
зидії СНР. Секретарем-скарбником СНР обрано д- 
ра Осипа Мартинюка, члена-кореспондента УВАН. 
До новообраної СНР НТШ в Америці й інші уста- 
нови мають подати своїх представників. 

Новообраний голова виголосив коротке слово і 
накреслив науково-організаційні і видавничі пляни 
діяльності СНРади на майбутні роки. Проф. Лю- 
бомир Винар нагадав, що Наукова Рада у співпраці 
з Інститутом дослідів української діяспори при 
Національному університеті "Острозька академія" 
готує збірник про діяльність українських наукових 
установ в діяспорі. Він також запросив присутніх 
взяти участь у Другому Міжнародному конгресі 
істориків, що відбудеться у Кам'янці- Подільському 
у вересні цього року. СНРада є одним із органі-- 
заторів конгресу. Протягом останніх чотирьох років 
СНРада співпрацювала з університетами і нау- 
ковими установами в Україні і включилася у 
Міжнародне наукове життя. 


Львівська облрада закликала 


Кучму припинити репресії 


(ForUm)—Ha позачерговому засіданні сесії 
Львівської облради 29 вересня ухвалено звернення 
до президента, прем'єр-міністра та спікера Вер- 
ховної Ради з вимогою зупинити безпрецедентний 
тиск з боку органів центральної влади на депутатів 
облради, котрі є представниками органів виконавчої 
влади. Таке рішення підтримав 51 депутат (в облраді 
31 депутат). 

Як передає «Інтерфакс-Україна», у зверненні 
говориться, що останні кадрові зміни - звільнення 
чотирьох голів райадміністрацій, керівників дер- 
жавних лісових господарств, які також є депутатами 
облради, може бути розцінене як початок «без- 
прецедентної кампанії політичних репресій, пере- 
слідування за політичними поглядами та пере- 
конаннями». 

28 вересня президент своїм розпорядженням 
звільнив голів чотирьох районних держадміністрацій 
у Львівській області. З посад звільнені голови 
Дрогобицької райадміністрації Володимир Шми- 
гельський, Жовківської - Петро Комар, Кам'янка- 
Бузької - Ярослав Янишин, Сколівської - Василь 
Романів. 

Депутати Львівської облради вважають, що ке- 
рівники райадміністрацій звільнені з посад ви- 
нятково з політичних мотивів за те, що вони вис- 
ловили думку своїх виборців про неприпустимість 


вступу України до Єдиного економічного простору. 
«Ми вимагаємо зупинити будь-які форми тиску на 
депутатів Львівської облради, а у випадку подаль- 
шого ігнорування наших вимог Львівська облрада 
залишає за собою право самостійно впливати на 
кадрову політику в регіоні, згідно з законом України 
«Про місцеве самоврядування в Україні», - 
говориться в заяві. 

Згідно з законом, якщо 2/3 депутатського корпусу 
облради виражають недовіру главі обладміністрації, 
він автоматично вважається відправленим у від- 
ставку. Деякі депутати вже пропонували це зробити, 
оскільки вважають, що глава Львівської облад- 
міністрації не захищає регіональні інтереси. Зараз 
на підтримку сесії будівлю облради пікетують понад 
тисяча людей, протестуючи проти тиску на цей 
орган. 

Крім цього, на сесії було оголошено про ство- 
рення депутатського об'єднання «Наша Львівщина», 
до якого вже ввійшли 55 депутатів із фракцій «Наша 
Україна» та «Ділова Львівщина». 

Заяву про створення об'єднання зачитав перший 
заступник глави облради Тарас Федак, який також 
повідомив, що на наступній сесії ради буде 
розроблене i затверджене положення про нове 
об'єднання і обрано його правління. 
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Authors launch Famine 
commemoration in Calgary 


By Halya Wilson 

Marsha Skrypuch author of 
Enough, Silver Threads, Hope’s 
War, and many more books 
launched Calgary’ s commemoration 
of the 70" anniversary of the Fam- 
ine in Ukraine by reading her 
children’s book “Enough” which is 
based on the Famine in 1932/33. 

Calgary’s Youth from Plast, SUM 
and the three Ukrainian Schools, at- 
tended the author’s visit at the Ukrai- 
nian Youth Centre (SUM), Sept. 20. 

The children sat in awe, as Marsha 
not only told them the story of 
Marusia in the village of Zhytia but 
also explained how she wrote the 
book by intertwining fact with folk- 
lore. 

Marsha, a history buff, during re- 
search, met Dr. Lubomyr Luciuk, 
author and the Director of Research 
for UCCLA, who told her more 
about her family history than she 
knew. Marsha was then inspired to 
write Silver Threads because her 
own grandfather was one of the 
thousands of people interned during 
World War І as an enemy alien. 

Skrypuch encouraged the children 
to write their family history and gave 
them some ideas on how to get 
started. Halya Wilson president of 
Calgary’s UCC suggested designat- 
ing February as Family Month. The 
community will organize activities 
that will encourage the youth to 
write, record or video tape their fam- 
ily histories. 

Marsha told the children that she 

did not learn to speak Ukrainian 

_ because her father did not want his 
children to suffer as he had while 
growing up in rural Alberta. Being 
forced to speak English, his Ukrai- 
nian language was beat out of him 


Marsha Rich meets with Salen 
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at an early age, yet now Marsha has 
done more for the spreading of 
Ukrainian history both in Canada 
and Ukraine than any other 
children’s author. One of the 
children’s relatives who had just ar- 
rived in Canada two days earlier 
cried tears of joy to hear that in 
Canada, Canadian children were 
learning about the Famine of 
Ukraine. She thought Marsha’s 
books were such a fascinating way 
for our children to learn more about 
their heritage and history. 

“Silver Threads,” which was pub- 
lished in hard cover has now been 
sold out for a couple of years but 
will be available in paperback be- 
fore Christmas, as will “Enough”. 
Marsha ended her visit by signing 
copies of her junior novel “Hope’s 
War.” Her most recent novel is about 
a 15 year old who’s Dido is accused 
by the RCMP of being a policeman 
for the Nazis in World War П in 
Ukraine. Marsha is currently work- 
ing on a children’s book about the 


Fr. Serhiy Harahue (PHOTO — MARY BEREZIUK) 


Assumption Parish welcomes Fr. Serhiy 


Mary Bereziuk 


Armenian genocide. 

Calgary’s Ukrainian community 
has been most fortunate in the past 
six years, with the Ukrainian Cana- 
dian Civil Liberties Association 
holding its Conclave in Canmore. 
On September 22, Professor 
Lubomyr Luciuk gave a compelling, 
spirited talk titled “Our Gospel: Do 
Something! What the Ukrainian 
Canadian Community needs to do 
now.” He reviewed all the issues 
UCCLA is involved in and signed 
his latest book, “In Fear of the 
Barbed Wire Fence.” 
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¢ Consumer Proposals « Bankruptcy Protection " Debt Payment Plans 
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are available from URDC. 
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Arts and Education Awards Available 


The Ukrainian Resource and Development Centre (URDC) at Grant MacEwan College is calling 
for applications for six awards in the categories of writing, broadcast/media arts, music, visual and folk 
art, and Deaf Studies. The application deadline is November 30, 2003. Application forms and guidelines 


¢ The Anna Pidruchney Award for New Writers ($500) is available annually to a novice writer for a 
work on a Ukrainian Canadian theme. Submissions for this year's award must be in Ukrainian. 


» The Alberta Council for the Ukrainian Arts (ACUA) Award ($500) is offered annually for a project 
which fosters a greater awareness of Ukrainian art in Alberta. This project may be in the form of an 
exhibit, tour, festival, educational program, or special project. 


* The Roman Soltykewych Music Scholarship ($500) is available to applicants (individual or group), 
determined to pursue further studies in the field of Ukrainian choral or vocal music. 


* The Sergei Eremenko Music Award ($500) is available annually to any qualified applicant (individual 
or group) planning to pursue further studies in the field of Ukrainian music. Courses of study or 
workshops, either in progress or recently completed, will be considered. 


fits. 


ARTHUR WARING CA, CIP 


WS 


On Aug. 31 Father Serhiy, his wife Svetlana, son Jaroslav and daughter 
Solomia welcomed at a Coffee Party after each of two Liturgies. On Sept 
7 Fr. Serhiy celebrated his first official bilingual Divine Liturgy as pastor 
with his new parishioners; the Surma Choir under the direction of Ed 
Sakundiak singing the responses. Fr. Serhiy wore spectacular vestments 
embroidered in tiny beads which were a gift to him from Ukraine on his 
10th anniversary as a priest. Fr. Serhiy had a very touching sermon. After 
the Liturgy a Praznyk dinner was served in the lower church auditorium. 
Kathy Bohdan as М.С. officially welcomed our new pastor and his fam- 
ily, and Mary Bereziuk on behalf of the Seniors extended a greeting. Anne 
Jakymiw, Pres. of UCWLC extended greetings and introduced Sister Laura 
Prokop who gave a very interesting historical account of the SSMI in the 
past 100 years. Many guests from Fathers’ parish in Edmonton attended 
the Liturgy and dinner, including Mrs. Harahuc’s mother, Stefania Iousik, 
and grandparents. 

Fr. Serhiy came to Canada from the Ternopil region of Ukraine in 1992 
and to Calgary from the Protection of the BVM Parish in Beverly where 
he served five years. Previously to that he served seven parishes for four 
years in Redwater and district; one and a half years at St. Josephat’s Ca- 
thedral as an assisting priest and one year in Ukraine. Fr. Serhiy studied 
and taught music before attending Seminary in Ternopil and Zarvanitcia 
region of Ukraine. He was ordained by Bishop Michael Sabrula. 


« The Roger Charest Sr. Award for Broadcast & Media Arts ($1,000) is being offered to applicants 
(individual or group) for an initiative to create a special program or series which may later be suitable 
for broadcast and may further the cause of multiculturalism in Canada. The award may be distributed 
as two $500 awards or, in the case of an application of outstanding merit, one $1,000 award may be 
given. 


¢ The International Initiatives in Deaf Studies Award ($500) is being offered to enable a post-secondary 
student (full or part-time) to pursue his/her interest in deaf studies and/or hearing impairment as it 
relates to an international context. 


For more information, write: 


Ukrainian Resource and Development Centre Grant MacEwan College 
City Centre Campus, 7-156, 10700 - 104 Ave, Edmonton, Alberta T5J 452 
or Phone (780) 497-4374; Fax (780) 497-4377 
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ТОВ — Meat Processing Facility requires Full Time - Part Time 
Packaging and Production Line Workers. Various shifts. Fax 478-0083. 


ПРАЦЯ - Компанія Переробки М'яса потребує працівників на 
повний і неповний час праці до паковання та на продукційну лінію. 
Праця на зміни. Факс: 478-0083. 


ї On. п. ПАВЛО КЛИМЕНКО 


відійшов у вічність спокійно у віку 90 літ, в четвер 18 
вересня 2003 р. в 12:05 ранку в його хаті в Saint Peter & Paul 
Residence в Скарборо, Онтеріо. 

В глибокому смутку залишилися його дружина Ольга з якою 
був одружений понад 65 років, дочка Ліда з чоловіком Дейл, 
дочка Галька; син Василь; 8 внуків i 6 правнуків. 

Пам'ять про Павла залишиться на вічність в його родині, 
яка була щаслива маючи його як велику частину свого життя. 
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Чи Ваші діти, чи внуки 


слідкують за подіями в Україні? 
Якщо ні, то: 


«Українські вісті» подають дуже ae зрання про 
Україну і про нашу громаду в Канаді. Тому, що ми також друкуємо 
в англійській мові, нашу газету можуть читати і ті, котрі не 
читають по-українськи. Тим способом можуть познайомитися 13 
найновішими подіями в Україні. Заповніть, будь ласка, цю форму, 
а ми вислемо газету разом із повідомленням про подарунок. 

Доручаю передплату на примірників. Вишліть, будь 
ласка, на таку адресу: 


Мате: 


Це дарунок від: 
THM: 

1 рік (24 примірники): $35.00 (Кан.) 

2 роки (48 примірників): 565.00 (Кан.) 
(ціна включає ПТО ["GST"]) 


Поза Канадою: Такі самі ціни, але в американських долярах 
Повітряною поштою: Подвійні ціни як «Поза Канадою». 


Наша адреса: 


В Канаді: 


Ukrainian News 

Suite 1, 12227 - 107 Avenue 

Edmonton, AB Т5М 1Y9 

Tel: (780) 488-3693 Fax: (780) 488-3859 
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Під чужим прапором 
1 з таємною зброєю 


Подробиці спецоперації доставки гривні з Канади до України 


Першу партію справжньої української валюти 
виготовляли Канада 1 острівна держава Мальта. Про 
перебіг операції з доставки гривні, що мала кодову 
назву "Щит України", нещодавно розповів у київ- 
ській пресі генерал-майор Василь Крутов - колиш- 
ній керівник Управління по боротьбі з тероризмом 
Служби безпеки України. 

Оскільки потрібно було перевезти весь тираж 
нових грошей відразу, доставляти цінний вантаж 
вирішили морським шляхом. Фахівці СБУ підра- 
хували: це буде втричі дешевше, ніж повітряним 
сполученням. Для дотримання таємності вибрали 
цивільний корабель "Петро Алєйніков" місткістю 
24,5 тонни. Згідно з нормами, його екіпаж не пов- 
инен був перевищувати 40 чоловік. Отже, замінивши 
певну кількість моряків бійцями спецзагону, ми 
повинні були взяти на себе їхні "морські" обов'язки. 
Всіх десятьох членів нашої команди було офіційно 
оформлено тими чи іншими фахівцями. У мене досі 
зберігається паспорт моряка, де вказується, що я 
моторист. 

19 серпня 1992 року ми вийшли з порту Гллічів- 
ська. За легендою, пароплав прямував до Канади з 
метою отримання там різних ділових паперів: блан- 
ків закладів, зразків паспортів тощо. Оскільки по- 
рожніми пароплави не плавають, "Петро Алєйніков" 
завантажили контейнерами, які ми вивантажували 
в різних портах. Про маршрут та інші деталі операції 
знали вище керівництво країни, голова СБУ, я з 
бійцями і капітан корабля. Іншим членам екіпажу 
подробиці не розголошувалися. 

Зброю в декларації ми ніде не вносили і пройшли 
незаконно зі зброєю на борту через весь світ. 

Дні були вкрай насиченими. Проводили тренуван- 
ня з рукопашного бою, з бойової та вогневої підго- 
товки. Моделювали ситуації із захисту вантажу та 
екіпажу в найнеймовірніших умовах. 

У випадку можливих форс-мажорних ситуацій на 
моряків додатково покладалися функції бійців 
спецзагону. 

Перед виходом з канадського порту з'ясувалося, 
що вийшла з ладу супутникова антена. Виходити з 
цінним вантажем у відкритий океан без зв'язку 1 було 
ризиковано. Я вважав, що треба затриматися і 
розібратися в причинах того, що сталося, бо такої 
ситуації на судні не виникало вже декілька років. 
Але за стоянку в порту треба було платити великі 
гроші, і тому капітан Юрій Алаликін переконав іти 
по радіо, а супутниковий зв'язок полагодити доро- 
гою. Вийшли по річці в море, стали за островом 
Антикості і за пару діб відновили зв'язок. Чотири 
доби після цього не зустрічали жодного корабля. А 
на п'яту у величезному океані вдень при відмінній 


видимості мало не зіткнулися з венесуєльським ко- 
раблем, що прямував у напрямку Скандинавії. 
Кожен ішов своїм курсом, i раптом майже метр у 
метр зійшлися в одному місці. Здавалося, судно 
хотіло протаранити нас. Був момент, коли ми готові 
були відбивати піратський напад. Довелося різко 
змінювати курс... 

Детальніше про маршрут. Спочатку Іллічівськ- 
Туреччина. Босфор проходили під турецьким прапо- 
ром, після нього підняли український. Середземне 
море: в італійському Салерно вивантажили частину 
порожніх контейнерів. Далі через Атлантику до 
заливу Святого Лаврентія та однойменною річкою 
до Монреаля. У Монреаль приплили 9 вересня. 
Представники Нацбанку прилетіли до Канади на 
декілька днів раніше, і на нас уже чекала частина 
контейнерів з грошима, біля яких відразу виставили 
цілодобову озброєну вахту. Всього взяли в Канаді 
105 контейнерів. В супроводі поліцейських протягом 
трьох днів їх привозили з фабрики, що знаходилася 
в Квебеку за 230 км. Потім за один день, щоб не 
платити зайвих грошей, всі завантажили в судно. 
Люки з продукцією заварили, опечатали, виставили 
охорону. Канадська сторона відповідала за безпеку 
лише на своїй території, за що Нацбанк заплатив 
132 тисячі доларів. Подальше збереження грошей 
до Києва ми брали на себе. Доки стояли в Канаді, 
переживали, не знаючи, як поведе себе наша діас- 
пора i посольство на чолі з Левком Лук'яненком. 
Довкола прибуття українського судна вони могли 
здійняти патріотичний шум, чим привернути увагу 
до рейсу і серйозно ускладнити нам завдання. Щоб 
"не світитися", ми не лише не ставили до відома по- 
сольство, а й навіть не зустрічалися з його праців- 
никами. Пригадую, увечері на борт корабля прийшов 
старший помічник з теплоходу "Трузія" в супроводі 
священика, який намагався освятити український 
прапор. Капітана не виявилося, і їм довелося піти. 
Але священик обіцяв повернутися, 1, щоб цього не 
сталося, я на всякий випадок через митницю перек- 
рив йому доступ до судна. 

З країнами, через які ми проходили, Україна не 
мала тоді дипломатичних відносин. Сьогодні все 
було б набагато простіше. 

На зворотному шляху зайшли на Мальту, де 
завантажили більше двох десятків контейнерів з 
банкнотами по 50 1 100 гривень. 

...25 серпня 1996 року Президент підписав Указ 
«Про грошову реформу в Україні". З 1 вересня 
"Канадська? гривня ввійшла в обіг. 

(За публікацією київської газети "Факти", 19 
серпня 2003 р.). 


Німецька делегація відвідала Київ 


При кінці місяця серпня, зараз після Світового 
Конгресу Українців, за посередництвом УВУ, 
приїхала до Києва офіційна делегація з Німеччни, 
яку очолював ректор УВУ проф. Леонід Рудницький 
і колишній депутат Бундестагу д-р Гансюрген Досс. 
Крім згаданих, у склад цієї делегації входили 
депутати Бундестагу, себто Парляменту Німецької 
Республіки, Петер Летцгус (голова німецько-укра-- 
їнської парляментської групи) та Андреа Фосгофф 
(член комітету з юридичних питань Бундестагу), 
державний міністер у відставці Ганс Отто Вільгельм, 
підприємці д-р Петер Шпарі та Фолькер Роденберг 
i представник одного з клубів найвищої німецької 
футбольної ліги (Бундесліги) Вольфганг Knee. 

Ціль цієї поїздки була посилити попередньо 
нав'язані контакти (тут слід відмітити, що цього разу 
поїздка з рамени УВУ відбувається вже третій рік 
поспіль) та створити нові у таких галузях як: наука 
і культура, політика, бізнес і спорт. У зв'язку з цим, 
делегати відбули низку офіційних і товариських 
зустрічей із різними депутатами Верховної Ради 
(зокрема з академіком М. Жулинським), 
представниками Міської Ради та Адміністрації міста 
Києва (А. Лисенком та ін.), ректорами університетів 
(Г. Артемчуком, O. Романовським i ін.), з керів- 
ництвом фірми «Оболонь», провідниками футболь-- 
них клюбів («Арсенал», «Оболонь» і футбольної 
команди міста Переяслава) та з пресою і телеба- 
ченням. Очевидно, як це вже було й у попередніх 
роках, делегацію вітали також німецькі установи 
міста Києва, зокрема посольство Німецької Феде- 
ральної Республіки, куди вони були запрошені на 


офіційний обід. 

Загальна тема обміну думок була «Україна після 
розширення Европейського союзу», і в рамках цієї 
теми обговорення також найновішу затію зі Сходу, 
себто створення т.зв. «Єдиної економічної зони», у 
яку мали би увійти Росія, Білорусь, Казахстан і 
Україна. Німецька делегація одноголосно висловила 
свою думку щодо цього плану, а саме: якщо Україна 
увійде у таку чи подібну організацію, тоді їй годі 
надіятися на членство в Европейській Спільноті. У 
всіх тих розмовах та дискусіях, що відбувалися 
впродовж майже цілого тижня, німецькі представ-- 
ники висловлювали свою думку, що Україна мусить 
частійше i більш активно виявляти своє бажання 
стати ченом Европейської Спільноти, а представни-- 
ки українського політичного світу зновуж стверд-- 
жували, що Европа виявляє замало зцікавлення 
Україною і що офіційні кола у Брюсселі не роблять 
надто великої надії на членство України в цій Спіл-- 
ьноті. 

Слід додати, що ці й інші проблеми обговорено 
не тільки з депутатами, але також із представниками 
українського уряду, судівництва і наукового світу. 
Всі вони, до речі, виявили певне вдоволення з того, 
що делегація такого високого калібру приїхла до 
Києва на розмови і взяла участь у святкуваннях 
дванадцятої річниці незалежности України. У сво- 
єму звіті до Бундестагу з цього відрядження, депу-- 
татка Фосгофф зазначила, що на думку усіх членів 
делегації, таку поїздку в Україну слід повторити у 
наступний рік включаючи Львів й інші міста 
Західної України у план праці делегації. 
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Ostashewsky plaque 


unveiled at Ukrainian Villag 


By Lillian Melnychenko 

Ukrainian Day at the Ukrainian 
Cultural Village this year recognized 
a very significant milestone in the 
existence of the Village. Twenty 
years ago the first director of the 
Ukrainian Cultural Village Roman 
Ostashewsky passed away and this 
occasion the Alberta Government 
representative unveiled a plaque in 
recognition of his untiring work and 
dedication to this project. 

Community Development Minis- 
ter Gene Zwozdesky, during his 
opening remarks, called upon 
Lillian Melnychenko, wife of the 
late Roman Ostashewsky, and their 
daughters Theresa and Sonia (son 
Taras was unable to attend), to un- 
veil a plaque which will be perma- 
nently located in the visitors centre. 

The plaque reads: 

Presented August 10, 2003 in 
memory of Roman Ostashewsky 
and in recognition of his contribu- 
tion to Alberta’s cultural identity as 
inaugural director of the Ukrainian 
Cultural Heritage Village. 

Through his dedication and spirit, 
the culture and traditions of pioneer 
Ukrainian Canadians have been pre- 
served at this site for the benefit of 


Roman Ostashewsky 


all Albertans. 

Signed by Ed. Stelmach, Minis- 
ter of Transportation and Gene 
Zwozdesky, Minister of Community 
Development. 

Roman Ostashewsky was a very 
active member of the Ukrainian Na- 
tional Federation being president for 
several years as well their cultural 
organizer and President of the 
Ukrainian Canadian Congress for 
several years. However his passion 
was for the stage and he took part in 


many stage productions, acting and 
reciting, and organizing concerts. In 
1978 he organized the first Ukrai- 
nian symphony concert in 
Edmonton with Wolodymyr Koles- 
nyk conducting. He organized the 
Heritage Series of Concerts to which 
he invited guests artists from U.S.A., 
Canada and Ukraine. Roman helped 
organize the first few Pysanka Fes- 
tival Grand Stand concerts in 
Vegreville, and concerts on Ukrai- 
nian Day, at Elk Island Park and later 
at the Ukrainian Cultural Village. 

In recognition of his cultural and 
professional contribution to Cana- 
dian society he received the Alberta 
Achievement Award, the 
Shevchenko Medal and the Queen’s 
25th Anniversary Medal. In 1979 he 
received his highest honour by be- 
ing installed as a member of the Or- 
der of Canada. 

Roman Ostashewsky passed away 
in February 1983, and he did see the 
completion of the visitors centre and 
several of the sites and buildings in 
the Village. This was truly the legacy 
he wanted to leave for future gen- 
erations to enjoy and he put his heart 
and soul into making it what it is 
today. 


St. John’s Institute Osvita in Ukraine 


By Katrusia Basarab, Osvita Director 

The Osvita Ukrainian Language and Cultural Immer- 
sion program took place June 29 — Aug. 2 at St. John’s 
Institute in Edmonton. Osvita is a five-week summer 
program designed to educate high school students in 
Ukrainian language and culture. Recognized by Alberta 

Learning and other provincial education ministries, stu- 
dents in Grades 9-12 can receive credit for Ukrainian 
10, 20, and 30 while learning Ukrainian folk songs, 
dance, music, art, and many other aspects of Ukrainian 
culture. 

Osvita 2003 had 24 student participants from all over 
Canada. Students came from Edmonton, Calgary, 
Мугпат, Vancouver, Prince George, Winnipeg, and 
Hamilton. While there were opportunities for students 
to participate on a part-time basis, the majority of Osvita 
students lived at St. John’s Institute. Osvita staff also 
lived on-site, ensuring that the students had a wonderful 
time while organizing and facilitating the program. The 
team included returning Osvita Director Katrusia 
Basarab of Winnipeg, girls’ counselor Evylin Chudyk 
of Two Hills, AB. and boys’ counselor Oleksandr Melnyk 
of Kherson, Ukraine. Osvita’s part-time counselor was 
Crystal McCallum of Edmonton. Ukrainian 10 classes 
were taught by Olga Myc while Ukrainian 20 and 30 
classes were taught by Lilya Sukhay. 

For the first time in Osvita’s history, the students were 
able to participate in a two—week educational and cul- 
tural tour of Ukraine. Of the 24 Osvita students, 19 chose 
to participate in the Ukraine trip July 16 31. Three vol- 
unteer chaperones joined Osvita and St. John’s Institute 
staff: Wendy Bodnar, Tera Shuya, and Jerry Shuya. Not 
only did Osvita students visit cultural, historical and re- 
ligious landmarks, they had the opportunity to practice 
their Ukrainian in a complete immersion environment. 

On their first day, Osvita met Ihumen Theodosius a 
Ukrainian Hieromonk from Pecherska Lavra, attended 
Divine Liturgy, and were treated to a tour of the caves 
and a tour of areas in the monastery not usually visited 
by tourists. The group also visited St. Sofia’s and St. 

Andrew’s Sobors, had a guided bus tour of Kyiv, did 
some shopping along Khreschatyk and Andrijevskyj 
Uzviz, and went to the beaches along the Dnipro. A day 
trip to Chernihiv afforded students the opportunity to 

visit the fortress, the church of Sts. Boris and Hlib, 
Uspenskyj Sobor, and Chernihiv’s large market. Many 
students have family in the cities along Osvita’s ports of 
call and had the opportunity to visit with them in Ukraine. 

An overnight bus trip brought Osvita to Lviv where 
students immediately started master classes in Ukrai- 
nian dance and sopilka. Seminars were held with the 
Junist Ukrainian Dance Ensemble and were hosted at 
Junist studios. Osvita students were so eager to partici- 
pate that on the first day of classes they hopped off the 
Osvita bus and moved a car out of the way so as not to 
be late for dance class! The students learned two dances: 
Rakivchanka from the Zakarpattia region and a 
Kozachok from the Central region of Ukraine. Three 


sopilka melodies were learned and the dances and songs 
were performed at Osvita’s final concert held Aug. 2 in 
Edmonton. In Lviv, students also went on a walking tour 
of the city, shopped at the Vernisage and market and 
watched a FC Karpaty soccer game at Ukraine stadium. 
Osvita’s last evening in Lviv was spent watching 
Saskatoon’s Pavlychenko dancers and Lastivka choir in 
a concert at the Olha Zankovetska Theatre. 

Two relaxing days were spent in the Carpathian Moun- 
tains in the town of Slavske. Students unwound by hik- 
ing in the mountains, bathing in mineral spas, and en- 
joying the sights, sounds, and smells of mountain life. 

Three days were spent in Chernivtsi. Fr. Meletty, as- 
sistant to Metropolitan Onufriy, Bishop of Chernivtsi 
and Bukovyna, hosted Osvita. Students visited a male 
monastery outside of Chernivtsi . The monks gave Osvita 
a tour of the entire monastery (including the skeet which 
up until that day had not been accessible to visitors). 
The second day in Chernivtsi was spent visiting the 
Kalinynskyj market and attending vespers. Osvita was 
honored to be greeted by Metropolitan Onufriy, who 
came out of vespers to speak with the group. Osvita at- 
tended Divine Liturgy presided by Fr. Meletiy at the fe- 
male monastery of St. Anna on the Mountain and re- 
ceived a tour of the monastery. Osvita was also given a 
tour of the University while it was closed for the sum- 
mer. 

Osvita students visited an orphanage attached to the 
church in Chernivtsi and spent some time with the chil- 
dren at their summer home. The permanent residence of 
the children is currently under renovation. Osvita stu- 
dents distributed toys, pins, Canadian flags, medical sup- 
plies, and other items to the children. They played soc- 
cer with the youngsters, and taught them how to play 
Frisbee. Several Osvita students gained pen pals by ex- 
changing addresses with the older children at the orphan- 
age. 

Osvita visited Khotyn, a Bassarabian fortress, and 
Kamyanets-Podilskyj on their way back to Kyiv. On the 
way to Khotyn, Osvita stopped in the town of Boyan to 
venerate the miracle-working icon of Mary. Fr. Meletiy 
remained with the group up until the fortress at 
Kamyanets-Podilskyj at which point Osvita bid him fare- 
well and he returned to Chernivtsi. After visits to the 
fortresses, Osvita headed back to Kyiv to prepare for 
departure to Edmonton. Several students and chaperones 
also visited Michailivskyj Sobor before departure. 

Students also participated in events and activities 
hosted by the Ukrainian community in Alberta. Osvita 
camped in the basement of St. Vladimir’s Ukrainian 
Orthodox Church while attending the Vegreville Pysanka 
Festival. Osvita received a unique tour of the Ukrainian 
Cultural Heritage Village and made Trypillian pottery 
at Crankpots Ceramic Studio. Several guest speakers 
came to St. John’s Institute and lectured on aspects of 
Ukrainian history and culture. Osvita Osvita students 
were interviewed on CKER Radio and had the opportu- 
nity to DJ a portion of the Ukrainian program. 
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Bardyn appointed Saint 


e | Paul University Councilor 


(St. Paul University }—Dr. Dale М. Schlitt, O.M.I., Rector of Saint Paul 
University/Université Saint-Paul in Ottawa, Canada has announced that 
Thor Walter Bardyn of Toronto has been appointed Councilor to the Coun- 
cil of Administration of Saint Paul University. Bardyn’s term is for a pe- 
riod of 3 years. The Council is composed of 11 members and meets 6 
times a year to direct Saint Paul University as a Catholic and bilingual 
institution entrusted for more than a century and a half to the Congrega- 
tion of the Missionary Oblates of Mary Immaculate. Endowed with Civil 
(1866) and Pontifical (1889) Charters, Saint Paul University has been fed- 
erated with the University of Ottawa, since 1965. 

Bardyn is the first Councilor from the Eastern Christian and Ukrainian 
community to serve on the Council of Administration at Saint Paul Uni- 
versity. 

Bardyn’s additional activities include offices of, Director of the Canada- 
Ukraine Parliamentary Program; Canadian OSCE observer to presiden- 
tial elections in Belarus and Ukraine, and Parliamentary elections in 
Ukraine; Co-chair of the Trust Advisory committee of the University of 
Toronto; President of the Chair of Ukrainian Studies Foundation; Direc- 
tor of the Ukrainian Legal Foundation in Kyiv; and Director of the 
Sheptytsky Institute Foundation. Bardyn is a lawyer, in private practice 
with the Toronto firm of Mitchell, Bardyn & Zalucky. 

In the winter of 2003, the Commemorative Medal on Her Majesty Queen 
Elizabeth II’s Golden Jubilee was bestowed upon Bardyn in recognition 
of his significant contribution to Canada, the community and to fellow 
Canadians. 


New book on religion and 
nation in Ukraine published 


(CIUS)—In August 2003 the Ca- 
nadian Institute of Ukrainian Stud- 
ies Press released a 232-page col- 
lection of 11 essays by Serhii Plokhy 
and Frank Sysyn entitled Religion 
and Nation in Modern Ukraine. 

Drs. Plokhy and Sysyn wrote their 
articles during the years 1983-99. 
They began their research at a time 
when East and West were still di- 
vided by the Iron Curtain — Dr. 
Sysyn was then a professor at 
Harvard University, and Dr. Plokhy 
was teaching at Dnipropetrovsk 
University in Ukraine. Since the 
early 1990s both scholars have been 
associated with the Canadian Insti- 
tute of Ukrainian Studies. Their di- 

verse educations and experiences underlie their differing interests and 
perspectives, enlivening the volume. 

Much of the analysis presented in Religion and Nation in Modern 
Ukraine deals with the responses of Ukraine’s Eastern Christians to the 
challenge of the national idea. The book views the history and current 
status of Ukraine’s Orthodox and Greek Catholic communities in the con- 
text of the modern Ukrainian national revival of the late 19th and early 
20th centuries and of the resurgence of Ukrainian national consciousness 
in the late 1980s and early 1990s. 

Among the topics the authors discuss are the formation of modern Ukrai- 
nian religious culture; the impact of the traditions of the Kyiv 
Metropolitanate on the Ukrainian Orthodox autocephalous movement; 
the foundation of the Ukrainian Greek Orthodox Church in Canada in 
relation to the formation of national identity in Ukraine and in the Ukrai- 
nian Diaspora; international factors in the Soviet liquidation of the Ukrai- 
nian Greek Catholic Church in 1946; the rebirth of the Ukrainian 
Autocephalous Orthodox Church in the USSR (1989-1991); the role of 
the Moscow Patriarchate in independent Ukraine in the early 1990s; the 
struggle for a Ukrainian Catholic patriarchate in Ukraine in the early 1990s; 
and the church-state relationship in contemporary Ukraine. 

The book is indispensable for any one interested in the history of Ukraine 
or in the church-state-nation interrelationship in 20th-century Eastern Eu- 
rope. For students of the interaction of the state and nation building and 
religion, Ukraine constitutes one of the most important case studies at the 
dawn of the 21st century. With more than 48 million inhabitants, the coun- 
try is the second-most populous state to emerge from the break-up of the 
former Soviet bloc. Ukraine today contains one of the largest Orthodox 
communities in the world. Alongside are more than three thousand Ukrai- 
nian Greek Catholic parishes, which constitute the world’s largest East- 
ern Christian church united with Rome. 

The publication of Religion and Nation in Modern Ukraine was made 
possible by the support of the Ukrainian Church Studies Program at the 
Canadian Institute of Ukrainian Studies, University of Alberta, and by 
the generosity of the Skop Family (in memory of Konstantyn Hordienko), 
the Canadian Foundation for Ukrainian Studies, the Ukrainian Self-Reli- 
ance League of Edmonton, and the Self-Reliance League Foundation of 
Canada. 
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Blokhin takes Ukraine reins 


(UEFA)—Former Soviet Union international Oleh Blokhin has been 
named as the new coach of Ukraine after Leonid Buryak’s contract with 
the Football Federation of Ukraine (FFU) expired. 

FFU president Grigory Surkis told a press conference in Kyiv Sept. 20 
that the 50-year-old Blokhin — winner of the UEFA Cup Winners’ Cup, 
UEFA Super Cup and European Footballer of the Year in 1975 — has 
been chosen to lead the national team after Buryak failed to take Ukraine 
to the finals of UEFA EURO 2004™, finishing behind Spain and Greece 
in their qualifying group. 

The highest scorer in the history of the Soviet Union with 211 goals in 
431 league games, Blokhin won seven Soviet titles, five Soviet cups and 
was Soviet player of the year three times in a terrific playing career with 
FC Dynamo Kyiv which lasted from 1972-87. The striker also holds the 
appearance record for the Soviet national team, scoring 47 goals in 112 
appearances. 

After retiring from professional football, Blokhin moved on to Austria 
and then Greece where he worked as a coach at Olympiacos CFP, FC 
PAOK, Iraklis FC and AEK Athens FC. A living legend in Ukraine, more 
recently Blokhin was elected as a member of parliament. 

It had been suggested that Ukraine might appoint a foreign coach to 
replace Buryak, but Blokhin is likely to prove a popular choice. His first 
task in his new position will be to lead Ukraine in a friendly game against 
ЕУ.В. Macedonia on Oct. 11. 


Husin to miss entire group stage 


(UEFA)—FC Dynamo Kyiv midfield player Andriy Husin will be out 
for three months after undergoing surgery on a thigh muscle injury. 

The 30-year-old was hurt while playing for Ukraine in a UEFA EURO 
2004™ qualifier against Northern Ireland on Sept. 6. After numerous ex- 
aminations, doctors decided Husin would need an operation in Kyiv. 

“The operation was successful, but I will need about three months to 
recover,” said Husin, whose side are second in the domestic standings. “I 
hope to begin preparing for the spring part of the season in January.” 

The player will miss the remainder of Dynamo’s UEFA Champions 
League group-stage campaign. He is also out of Ukraine’s friendly against 
БУВ. Macedonia on Oct. 11, which will be the first game for new coach 
Oleh Blokhin after the country missed out on EURO 2004™ qualifica- 
tion. 

There was some good news for Dynamo, however, as Aleksandr 
Khatskevich and Yuriy Dmitrulin returned to training. The pair were in- 
jured in the 2-0 home victory against FC Lokomotiv Moskva on Matchday 
1 of the Champions League. 


Ukraine, Poland to make joint 
bid for Euro Championships 


(RFE/RL)—Ukraine and Poland have agreed to submit a joint bid to 
host the EURO 2012 soccer championships, Reuters reported on Sept. 29, 
quoting the Ukrainian Soccer Federation (FFU). 

"І think this is a great undertaking for both countries and we already 
asked the presidents of the two nations to give this project their full sup- 
port,” FFU President Hryhoriy Surkis said. 

Last year there was a proposal for a joint Russia-Ukraine bid to stage 
the 2008 European finals, but it was rejected by the Russians, who bid 
alone and lost. 


Kabayeva tops Bessonova at 
World Rhythmic Championships 


(International Gymnast)—In a dramatic contest, Russian superstar Alina 
Kabayeva won the all-around title at the World Rhythmic Championships, 
held Sept. 27 in Budapest. 

Kabayeva topped qualifiying leader Anna Bessonova of Ukraine, and 
Russian teammate Irina Chaschina. 

“Kabayeva really stepped up her routines today,” reported IG’s Bart 
Conner, in Budapest for television coverage. “She looked so much better, 
and more inspired than in the prelims. In the first rotation, Bessonova 
missed the ball on the final trap. She was the crowd favorite for her execu- 
tion, but Kabayeva performed so many difficult skills, that even with some 
errors, she could not be beaten.” 

In the final rotation, Bessonova gave an inspired performance with the 
ribbon, earning a standing ovation from the audience. 

“Bessonova’s ribbon routine to “Swan Lake’ was exquisite,’ commented 
Conner. “One element contained five perfect pirouettes. People were go- 
ing crazy! The audience thought that Bessonova should have won. Some 
even booed the awards ceremony.” 

Kabayeva and Chaschina had finished first and second at the 2001 World 
Championships, but were eventually stripped over their medals following 
the doping scandal which revealed they had tested positive for diuretics. 

Two days earlier, in an even split of the event finals, Kabayeva and 
Bessonova each won a gold medal. 

Kabayeva, the previous day’s champion with the ball, won the ribbon. 
Bessonova, the gold medallist Sept. 24 with the hoop, claimed the clubs 
title. Bessonova finished second with the ribbon and Kabayeva won the 
bronze with the clubs. 


Ukraine tops Israel for 11th place 


(FIBA)—Ukraine’s women left it late but finally tasted victory in the 
European Championships in Patras, Greece, with a 107-87 triumph over 
Israel to seize 11th place in the European Basketball Championship com- 
petition, Sept. 27. 

Lyuboy Aleshkyna, the 2.01-metre centre who had to play with a mask 
for part of this tournament after breaking her nose, had a dominating 
performance with 32 points and 16 rebounds. 
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Kyiv clobbers Moskali 


(UEFA)—FC Dynamo Kyiv coach Oleksiy 
Myhaylychenko revealed he owed a debt of thanks to 
the medical staff at the Ukrainian club who ensured 
Brazilian striker Diogo Rincon was able to come on as 
a substitute against ЕС Lokomotiv Moskva — and score 
the two late goals that earned Dynamo a crucial vic- 
tory in this UEFA Champions League Group B tie at 
the Valeri Lobanovskiy stadium, Sept. 17. 

Myhaylychenko explained how the Brazilian had 
been considered unlikely to play because of injury, but 
the 23-year-old showed no ill-effects during a stunning 
performance. “Diogo Rincén was doubtful before the 
game due to an injury, but our doctors managed to help 
him out and that proved to be decisive,” 
Myhaylychenko said. 

Rincon could not contain his delight. “I’ve been wait- 
ing for the Champions League for the whole year and I 
wanted to take part in this tie very much, but I was not 
sure if I would be among the starting eleven due to 
injury,” he said. “Now I’m just happy to have helped 
my team earn a win over Lokomotiv, it’s great.” 

Rinc6n turned a match that had appeared to be run- 
ning away from Dynamo in the second half. The home 
side had enjoyed much of the possession and had cre- 
ated chances during the first 45 minutes, only to ap- 
pear short of ideas as Lokomotiv grew in strength after 
the break. Кіпсбп, who replaced Oleg Gusev on 62 
minutes, provided a target in the Lokomotiv box and 
the gamble paid off five minutes from time when he 
headed in Valentin Belkevich’s cross. 

The pair teamed up again six minutes later to finally 
kill off the Russian challenge in a match Myhaylychen- 


ko deemed vital to win if his side are to challenge group 
favourites Arsenal FC and Internazionale FC for a place 
in the knockout stages. 

“Tt was essential for us to get three points here, that’s 
why we concentrated on defending our goal,” the coach 
said. “However, Lokomotiv produced some close coun- 
terattacks, which reminded us to act even more care- 
fully. Thankfully we started to speed up after the break 
and grabbed the win.” 

Indeed, were it not for superb saves in each half as 
Oleksander Shovkovskiy blocked Vladimir Матіпоу 
then Dmitri Khokhlov, the story might have been quite 
different. “It was an even game and I can’t say we lost 
it tactically,” Yuri Semin, the Lokomotiv coach, said. 
“I think that our lack of composure and Dynamo’s class 
told.” 

“Unfortunately we conceded a goal late in the sec- 
ond half, and by then it was too late to make any sig- 
nificant change. Of course we wanted to equalize, that’s 
why we rushed up front, which allowed Dynamo to 
score their second. Not to mention their fans, whose 
furious support helped the home side greatly.” 

Semin admitted his side’s late collapse was cause 
for concern, but insisted Lokomotiv are by no means 
out of the Group В equation. “The most important thing 
is to play at full throttle for the entire 90 minutes, not 
just for 83,” he said. “But we won’t lose heart - there 
are still five matches to play, so we have the chance to 
move up the table.” 


Dynamo devastated by late loss 


(UEFA)—FC Dynamo Kyiv coach Oleksiy 
Myhaylychenko was bitterly disappointed after his side 
lost 2-1 in the final minutes of their UEFA Champions 
League Group B match with Internazionale FC, Sept. 
30, thanks to a header from Christian Vieri. “In my 
opinion Inter didn’t deserve to win this match,” 
Myhaylychenko said. “I believe we could have won. 
Inter’s way of playing was predictable.” 

The Italian side had opened the scoring on 23 min- 
utes when Daniele Adani scrambled a rebound into the 
net and the hosts looked in control. Then, nine minutes 
later the visitors equalized, as Serhiy Federov seized 
on a Francesco Toldo error to score. 

Inter certainly had the better of the game, but Dy- 
namo enjoyed their fair share of chances, so were un- 
derstandably disappointed to come away with nothing 
from the San Siro. “We were more dangerous when we 
were attacking,” said Myhaylychenko. “But I think that 
we were a bit too nervous.” 

Asked to pinpoint where his charges had struggled, 
he cited his side’s lack of discipline around the box 
and individual failures of concentration. “We made too 
many unnecessary fouls and we made some mistakes 
that we could not afford to make,” he said. “In order to 
not repeat these mistakes we need to gain more self- 
confidence.” 

Needless to say, Inter coach Héctor Cuper did not 
concur with Myhaylychenko’s take on the game. “Dy- 
namo played a good match,” he conceded. “But what 
they did was not enough to deserve a win. They com- 
mitted 34 fouls in the game; it was a systematic way of 
dealing with our play. Every time we tried to launch an 
attack, they fouled us.” 

Inter were indebted to Vieri, who made his first ap- 
pearance since recovering from an ankle injury. The 


burly forward was not judged fit enough to start, but 
came on as a substitute in the second half, replacing 
Nigerian teenager Obafemi Martins. The Italian inter- 
national had a profound impact and it was unsurprising 
that it was he who scored the winner. 

The decision to bring Vieri on to the field was a 
match-winner — and Сйрег was pleased his gamble 
had paid off. “I spoke at length with the club doctor at 
the end of our last training session,” he said. “Vieri 
was really eager to play and so I decided to call on 
him. Of course it has turned out to be a very important 
decision as he won us the game.” 

Despite the dramatic finish, Cuper believes the game 
unfolded as he had expected. “The match turned out 
like we planned it,” he said. “We knew it would be like 
this. They were giving us many problems when we gave 
the ball away because they are very quick to counterat- 
tack. Honestly, we didn’t play really well but we won 
with our hearts. We worked extremely hard and we 
managed to win in the final minutes of the match.” 

Despite the defeat, Dynamo are in second place in 
Group B, as Arsenal FC and FC Lokomotiv Moskva 
drew 0-0 in the other game. However, Inter are now 
three points clear at the top and in a strong position to 
qualify beyond the group stage. “It is really important 
for us to have gained six points after two matches,” 
said a delighted Спрег. “It does not mean that we are 
already qualified — but it means I have a certain flex- 
ibility with the forthcoming games.” 


Group B Standings 


Club Pld W р І, GS GA Pts 
Internazionale EM ORES Sil 6 
Dynamo Kyiv PE Ie Пе з 
Lokomotiv Moskva 2 0 1 1 0 2 1 
Arsenal 2 On ose Oem) 


Hamburg edges 


(UEFA)—A late goal from Bernardo Romeo earned 
Hamburger SV a narrow 2-1 first-leg lead at home to 
FC Dnipro Dnipropetrovsk in the first round of the 
UEFA Cup, Sept. 25. 

The Argentinian striker headed in a cross from Bosnian 
midfield player Sergej Barbarez nine minutes from time 
to give the German side a slender advantage to take to 
the Meteor stadium in the Ukraine on Oct. 15. 

In front of 26,831 spectators at the AOL Arena, the 
home side began brightly, with Barbarez almost find- 
ing Romeo with another left-wing cross. The striker 
then went close with another header and Iranian inter- 
national midfield player Mehdi Mahdavikia tested 
Dnipro goalkeeper Mykola Medin with a shot, all in- 
side the first five minutes. 

Against the run of play, however, it was the visitors 
who took the lead in the tenth minute. Olexandr Rykun’s 
perceptive pass found Oleg Venhlinskyy, and the Dnipro 
striker evaded the attentions of Hamburg defender 
Toma4_ Ujfalu_i before lifting the ball over goalkeeper 
Martin Piekenhagen. 


Dnipropetrovsk 


Only five minutes later, the Hamburg goalkeeper was 
called into action again to prevent the Ukrainian side dou- 
bling their lead, denying Ruslan Kostyshyn and, as the 
visitors sought to press home their early advantage, Piek- 
enhagen had to be alert to keep out a Rykun free-kick. 

The home side struggled to get back on level terms, 
although Barbarez twice saw efforts fly just past the 
post, but began the second period in positive fashion, 
with Romeo and Mahdavikia both failing to convert 
presentable chances. 

Four minutes after half-time, Hamburg were liter- 
ally handed a golden opportunity to get back in the 
match as Dnipro midfield player Dmytro Mykhailenko 
used his arm to deny Barbarez, and Dutch defender 
Nico Jan Hoogma scored from the resulting penalty. 

The equalizer visibly lifted the home side, who 
pressed forward in search of a second but were unable 
to find a way past Medin, who denied Barbarez and 
Marcel Maltritz. The visitors almost snatched a second 
away goal when Rykun’s shot from the angle flew just 
over the crossbar. 
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Ukraine іп deal to pump 9 million |СІ5 presidents agree to monitor 
tons a year of Caspian oil to Europe 


By Oleh Borsuk, Dow Jones Newswires 

Ukraine signed contracts with two undisclosed oil 
companies to pump 9 million metric tons of Caspian 
Sea oil to Europe annually via a Ukrainian pipeline, a 
senior official said on Sept. 30. 

The crude is supposed to be supplied via the Odesa- 
Brody oil pipeline next year, and would help the Euro- 
pean Union to diversify its oil imports, said Oleksandr 
Todiychuk, Ukraine’s envoy to the Euro-Asian oil trans- 
portation corridor project. 

“There are contracts to supply the crude. There are 
guarantees that 9 million metric tons will be shipped in 
2004,” Todiychuk said. 

Ukraine is currently holding talks with potential con- 
sumers of the crude in Europe, including a number of 
German, Czech and Polish oil refineries that would pur- 
chase the Caspian crude, Todiychuk said. 

The development comes as a response to a recent 
rival proposal from Russian oil company TNK-BP 
aimed at supplying the same amount of Russian Urals’ 
crude annually via the Brody-to-Odesa line. 

Todiychuk refused to disclose names of the compa- 
nies that had agreed to supply Caspian crude, but added 
that the contracts had been submitted to President Le- 
onid Kuchma and to Prime Minister Viktor 
Yanukovych. 

Kuchma had earlier argued there isn’t enough 
Caspian crude available to begin the operation of 
Odesa-Brody and suggested the government consider 
a temporary shipment of Russian crude via Brody-to- 
Odesa route. 

The previous week TNK-BP suggested to deliver up 
to 450,000 tons of crude to Ukraine as a three-year com- 
modity loan to fill the Odesa-Brody pipeline, which is 
currently idle. 

The TNK-BP proposal anticipated the pipeline would 
ship 9 million tons of Russian crude from Brody to 
Odesa for at least three years until the loan is paid back, 
people familiar with the proposal said. 


Should Ukraine accept the Russian proposal, it would 
affectively block any supplies of Caspian crude via 
Odesa-Brody to Europe and could lead to difficulties 
in relations between the E.U. and Ukraine, Deputy For- 
eign Minister Oleksandr Chaliy said. 

“We, at the Foreign Ministry, are concerned that such 
a decision would bring in certain difficulties in rela- 
tions with the E.U., which is a very sensitive and a 
strategically important matter for Ukraine,” Chaliy said. 

The E.U., Poland and Ukraine signed a joint decla- 
ration in May that names Odesa-Brody a strategically 
important oil route to diversify the E.U.’s oil imports 
in the future. 

A PricewaterhouseCoopers’ study earlier this year 
indicated that Odesa-Brody could start deliveries of the 
Caspian crude to Europe by the end of the year. The 
study highlighted there is a growing demand for light 
sweet crude among the European oil refineries. 

However, TNK-BP had later argued that supplies of 
Russian crude via Brody-to- Odesa are also feasible 
and would earn better profits, forcing the Ukrainian 
government to order another feasibility study. The study 
is supposed to be ready by the end of October with the 
government expecting to take the final decision late 
November, Todiychuk said. 

Odesa-Brody was built in August 2001, but the gov- 
ermmment had so far failed to get any orders to begin its 
operation. The pipeline can ship up to 12 million tons 
of crude annually, but it is also linked to an oil termi- 
nal, Pivdenniy, near Odesa, which is capable of han- 
dling 9 million tons of crude. 

TNK-BP has invested about US$100 million in the 
Ukrainian economy over the past five years and owns 
the country’s second-largest oil refinery Linos and runs 
the biggest gasoline retail chain in the country. BP PLC 
owns 50% of TNK-BP. 


Montréal wins energy congress bid in Kyiv 


(Embassy of Canada in Ukraine)—At the Sept. 11- 
15 meeting of the World Energy Council Executive As- 
sembly in Kyiv, Montréal was selected as the host city 
for the 21st World Energy Congress in 2010. At the 
same meeting, the President and Chief Executive Of- 
ficer of Hydro-Québec, André Caillé, was chosen to be 
the new Chairman of the World Energy Council. 

After the result was made known, the Canadian Am- 
bassador to Ukraine, Andrew Robinson, expressed his 
pleasure that these decisions were made in Kyiv. 

“The selection of Montréal for this important inter- 
national congress reflects recognition that Montréal is 


a vibrant and exciting city with an outstanding reputa- 
tion for hosting large international events,” Ambassa- 
dor Robinson said. 

Speaking to members of the Council on Sept. 13, 
Ambassador Robinson said that the holding of the cur- 
rent World Energy Council Executive Assembly ses- 
sion in Kyiv was another sign of increased international 
recognition of Ukraine’s continuing progress towards 
Euro-Atlantic and world standards. He noted that, as a 
longstanding friend and partner of Ukraine, Canada and 
Canadians have been contributing actively to this pro- 
cess of transition. 


Naftohaz Ukrayiny — a study in corruption 


Cont. from Page 1 

Gazprom thus embarked upon a joint adventure. Despite 
the lawsuit brought against Naftohaz Ukrayiny by 
Gazprom for allegedly stealing gas in the fall of 2000, 
there were apparently no hard feelings between the man- 
agers of those companies, and they agreed to cooperate 
in a new — albeit more dangerous — scheme. 

Gazprom was aware of one major impediment: Ukraine 
already had a contract with Turkmenistan to purchase 
some 36 billion cubic meters (bcm) of gas per year, and 
this amount was virtually all that the Central Азіа-Сепіег 
pipeline could handle; so Russian attempts to buy 
Turkmen gas were being stymied. To bypass the prob- 
lem, Gazprom and Naftohaz Ukrayiny decided to rework 
the transport of Turkmen gas. 

It is unclear who first suggested that Gazprom and 
Naftohaz Ukrayiny work with Semen Mogilevich, a man 
wanted for securities fraud by the U.S. FBI and who, ac- 
cording to the FBI, was among the most dangerous crimi- 
nal bosses in Russia. Gazprom claimed that it was the 
Ukrainian side. There were lingering suspicions that 
Kuchma had had connections with Mogilevich over the 


IMF approves early repayment 


(RFE/RL)—Ukrainian Economy Minister Valeriy 
Khoroshkovskyy told journalists in Kyiv on Sept. 25 
that the International Monetary Fund (IMF) has agreed 
to the repayment of Ukraine’s US$1.8 billion debt 
within two years, some six years before the last pay- 
ment is scheduled to be made, Interfax reported. 

Khoroshkovskyy said the agreement came after talks 
with IMF representatives earlier in Dubai. 

Ukrainian National Bank head Serhiy Tyhypko de- 
clared in August that Ukraine can repay its full debt to 
the IMF by the end of 2003. 


years. This view was further reinforced when conversa- 
tions recorded in Kuchma’s office by Mykola 
Melnychenko, a member of the president’s security de- 
tail, became public. In conversations between Kuchma 
and Ukrainian Security Service head Leonid Derkach, 
there are references to Derkach setting up meetings for 
Kuchma with Mogilevich. Members of the Ukrainian 
parliament’s anticorruption committee told “RFE/RL 
Organized Crime and Terrorism Watch” that they believe 
Mogilevich contributed money to Kuchma’s political 
campaign in 1999. According to Gazprom Deputy Chair- 
man Aleksandr Ryazanoy, the plan for swapping trans- 
porters of Turkmen gas was put forward by Boyko from 
the Ukrainian side. In any case, the move appears to have 
been accepted by Gazprom CEO Miller, and it went for- 
ward in an arguably hasty and clumsy fashion. 

Both Gazprom and Naftohaz Ukrayiny were interested 
in selling gas to Germany and wanted to maximize profit 
and minimize tax liabilities. According to the new arrange- 
ment, Ukraine would agree to elbow out Itera and re- 
place it with a still-unregistered Hungarian company 
known as Eural TransGas, a company reportedly con- 
trolled by Mogilevich. 

Eural TransGas Kft. was registered in Hungary on Dec. 
6, 2002 at an in the city of Csabdi (Szabadsag u. 24) and 
with an account at Raiffeisenbank. Its basic capital was 
listed as the equivalent of $12,000, and the owner was 
listed as Zeev Gordon, with an address in Tel Aviv, Is- 
rael. (Gordon’s given name is not in fact Gordon, but 
Averbuch.) Gordon was a Russian emigrant to Israel. The 
Tel Aviv address was also identical to that of another 
Mogilevich company, Highrock Properties. The papers 
of incorporation filed by Eural TransGas also listed as 
officers in the enterprise three Romanian nationals: Anca 
Negreanu, Mihai Savu, and Louise Lukacs. Soon after- 
ward, Gordon sold his interests in the company to the 
Romanians. To be Continued 


sales of anti-aircraft missiles 


(RFE/RL)—CIS states, with the exception of neutral Turkmenistan, 
agreed during the Sept. 18-19 CIS summit in Yalta to monitor all sales of 
portable Igla and Strela antiaircraft missile systems, Interfax reported on 
Sept. 19. 

Russian Defense Minister Igor Sergeev hailed that agreement, noting 
that terrorists of all political persuasions already use such weapons. 

He noted that “it took some effort” to persuade Georgia, Ukraine, and 
Azerbaijan to accede to the agreement, according to Interfax on Sept. 19. 

During a meeting of CIS Collective Security Treaty Organization de- 
fense ministers in early June, the representatives of those three countries 
and of Uzbekistan declined to support a Russian proposal to ban sales of 
such weapons. 
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Yanukovych signals changes 


(RFE/RL)—Ukrainian Premier Viktor Yanukovych told 
journalists on Sept. 26 that there will be changes in his cabi- 
net, Interfax and Reuters reported. 

“There are really quite serious problems,” 
Yanukovych as saying. 

“We are talking about [the] political and managerial effi- 
ciency of different members of political groups, about their 
ability to work in a cabinet team rather than creating their 
own political image.” 

There are 22 posts in the Ukrainian cabinet: premier, first 
deputy premier, and finance minister; three deputy premiers; 
and 17 ministers (including one without portfolio). 


New U.S. ambassador takes duty 
(RFE/RL)—John Herbst, the new U.S. ambassador to 
Ukraine, presented his credentials to Ukrainian Foreign Min- 
ister Hryshchenko in Kyiv on Sept. 15, Ukrainian news agen- 
cies reported. “My primary goal is to improve our bilateral 
relations in all aspects,” Herbst told journalists after his meet- 
ing with Hryshchenko. “As Ukrainian President Leonid 
Kuchma and the [Ukrainian] government, we too want to see 
Ukraine integrated into the Euroatlantic community,” Interfax 
quoted Herbst as saying. Herbst previously served as ambas- 
sador to Tashkent. 


Reuters quoted 


Pope beatifies GC bishop in Slovakia 

(RISU.org.ua)—During his visit to Slovakia, Pope John Paul 
II beatified Auxiliary Bishop Vasil Hopko of Presov on Sept. 
14. Cardinal Lubomyr Husar, head of the Ukrainian Greek 
Catholic Church, was also present at the Divine Liturgy, which 
was celebrated by the pontiff and gathered 300,000 faithful. 
Cardinal Husar participated in the liturgy because Blessed 
Bishop Hopko was of Ukrainian descent and mentioned his 
Ukrainian origin in letters and sermons. In addition, Bishop 
Hopko was an ardent defender of the Greek Catholic Church. 


Archeologists find ancient Greek temple 
(RISU.org.ua)—Ukrainian archeologists have recently found 
the remains of an ancient Greek temple of Aphrodite on the 
island of Berezan, situated in the Black Sea near Ochakiv, 
Mykolaiv region. Archeologists believe this might be one of 
the oldest monuments of ancient architecture in the Northem 
Black Sea area, dating back to the 7th century BC. This news 
was reported on Sept. 24. 
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UN asks Kyiv to send 
peacekeepers to Liberia 


(RFE/RL)—UN Under Secretary-General and special rep- 
resentative for Liberia Jacques Paul Klein has asked Presi- 
dent Leonid Kuchma to consider sending an infantry battal- 
ion and a helicopter squadron to Liberia for a peacekeeping 
mission under the auspices of the UN, Interfax reported on 
Sept. 25, quoting presidential spokeswoman Olena 
Hromnytska. 

Kuchma reportedly pledged to consider the request “in 
keeping with the legislation in force [and] with due regard 
for the proceedings required to adopt this decision.” 

Kuchma told UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan in New 
York on Sept. 23 that Kyiv regards the United Nations as the 
principal arbiter in international security issues, and declared 
Ukraine’s readiness to actively participate in peacekeeping 
operations under the UN aegis, Interfax reported. In particu- 
lar, Kuchma promised to provide technical aid to a UN peace- 
keeping operation in Liberia. 

The previous day, Kuchma addressed the 58th session of 
the UN General Assembly in a speech devoted to Ukraine’s 
efforts in combating AIDS. 


Ukrainians honour slain journalist 


(RFE/RL)—Some 3,000 people gathered in Kyiv on Sept. 
16 to honour Internet journalist Heorhiy Gongadze on the 
third anniversary of his disappearance, Ukrainian media ге- 
ported. 

Gongadze’s decapitated body was found at Tarashcha near 
Kyiv in November 2000. The secret tapes made by presiden- 
tial bodyguard Mykola Melnychenko linked President Le- 
onid Kuchma and former Interior Minister Yuriy Kravchenko 
to Gongadze’s killing. 

“[Gongadze] was the only journalist who took a solitary 
stand against the authorities,” opposition leader Yuliya 
Tymoshenko told the gathering. 

“Kuchma and Kravchenko should be at this meeting and 
[should] beg for forgiveness on their knees,” she added, ac- 
cording to the “Ukrayinska pravda” website. 

Earlier the same day, a cross was erected at the site near 
Tarashcha where Gongadze’s body was found. 

“This is not just a symbol of the death of a man, this is a 
symbol of truth, of the fight for truth,” Socialist Party leader 
Oleksandr Moroz said during the ceremony. 
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Kyiv raps Russian 
official over language 


(RFE/RL)—Ukrainian Foreign Ministry spokesman Serhiy 
Dovbeshko told Interfax on Sept. 26 that he is surprised to 
see that “one country is trying to resolve for another issues 
that are outside its competence.” 

Dovbeshko was commenting on Russian First Deputy For- 
eign Minister Eleonora Mitrofanova’s statement the previ- 
ous day that Russia’s foreign-policy goal is to obtain official 
status for the Russian language among former Soviet repub- 
lics. “[Mitrofanova’s statements] are not worthy of additional 
comments because they cannot in any way influence the lan- 
guage policy of Ukraine, which is developing [its policy] on 
the basis of its own legislation and its international obliga- 
tions in this sphere,” Dovbeshko added. 

Asked Бу Ukrainian journalists to comment on 
Mitrofanova’s statement, Russian Ambassador to Ukraine 
Viktor Chernomyrdin said, “It is difficult for me to say what 
she had in mind.” 


Villagers block NATO training 


ground over mysterious illness 


(RFE/RL)—Some 300 residents of the village of Verblyany 
in Lviv Oblast blocked roads and military traffic leading to 
the Yavorivskyy training area on Sept. 29, thus halting joint 
exercises by Ukrainian troops and a NATO battalion from 
Italy, Interfax reported. 

The villagers maintain that about 120 children have suf- 
fered from severe coughing since shortly after the Italian 
troops arrived at the training range. They suggest that the ap- 
parent illness, which they say has affected local children dur- 
ing the course of military exercises in recent years, may be 
linked to exercises at the training ground. NATO has used the 
Yavorivskyy training facility since 1997. 


Prosecutors arrest 4 in slaying 


(RFE/RL)—Deputy Prosecutor-General Viktor Shokin told 
journalists on Sept. 26 that police have arrested businessman 
Oleksandr Rybak and his brother Dmytro Rybak for alleg- 
edly contracting the murder of Thor Aleksandrov, director of 
TOR television company in Slavyansk in Donetsk Oblast, 
the “Ukrayinska pravda” website reported. Police also arrested 
two men who are suspected of carrying out the killing. Shokin 
said the killing was provoked by Aleksandrov’s professional 
activities but gave no details. 
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Car Rentals & "Taxi Services" 

Land Arrangements 

Customized Itineraries 

Documents & Visa Support Services 


YEAR 2003/2004 
ESCORTED QUALITY TOURS TO UKRAINE 
Experience the Culture and Beauty” 
of This Historic Land 


=Se 


Efficient & knowledgeable service & competitive rates 
For Reservations Call: 780-424-1777 Toll Free: 1-800-518-5558 


MEEST пуп MICT 


3 _ 


ALBERTA MANITOBA 


Edmonton Winnipeg Vancouver 
Meest Alberta Ltd. Kalyna Baba’s Treasure 
1-780-424-1777 1-204-582-2832 1-604-582-3944 
1-800-518-5558 Ukrainian Voice 
UkrainianCanadian 1-204-589-5871 агозі аїаті 
Social Services Svitoch нор п 
DECAL AST 7, 1-204-582-5939 
Calgary Uniglobe Regent Travel Ltd. Cascade Travel 
Christina & Mykhailo 1-204-694-2200 1-604-430-5454 

о 


1-403-277-1105 


SASKATCHEWAN 


Kathy & thor Bohdan pon). Steve Warchola 
1-403-239-5056 Bazaar Kuzma’s Ltd. 1-250-497-8630 
1-403-510-1555 1-306-244-7373 


Cars, Tractors, 
Farming Machinery 
TV's, Appliances 
Техніка для фермерів 


am me 


CARGO SHIPMENT 


SEA PARCELS 
. 5-7 weeks 


+ UKRAINE « RUSSIA 
¢ BELARUS " MOLDOVA 
* POLAND 
DOOR TO DOOR SERVICE 


SEA PARCELS TO UKRAINE 


We Transfer & Deliver US & 
Canadian dollars to Ukraine, Belarus, 
Moldova, Russia & Baltic States. 


Express Delivery 24-46 hours 
Hand 
to Hand 
Delivery 
3-14 days 


FOOD PARCELS 


Custom make your own food parcel. 


More goods available from our 
free catalogs. To receive one 
call toll free: 1-800-518-5558 


et.2 
Door to Door Delivery 
1-4 weeks 
OPEN: Mon.-Fri: 9ат- 5 рт; Sat.: 9am-1 pm. 
For more information call the MEEST agent in your area: 
(780) 424-1777: 1-800-518-5558 


